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SEN, McCARTHY 


GOP _ Opposition -- ‘‘I congratulate Sen. (Ralph 
E.) FTa uccrs (R Vt.) for his forthright speech earlier 
this week. Many of us have become increasingly 
disturbed by the activities of Sen. Cour a 
McCarthy (R Wis.) and the damage thereby inflict 
on the Republican Party. Sen. Flanders unquestion- 
ably has done us all a considerable service’’ -- Rep. 
Peter Frelinghuysen, Jr. (R N.J.) in a March 12 
news release. 





Executive Surrender? -- ‘‘Since the hassle be- 
tween the Senator ‘from Wisconsin and the Depart- 
ment of Defense is still brewing, interest centers 
on the final outcome. Will the Executive concede a 
portion of its Constitutionally delegated powers to 
the legislative? The answer is important to each of 
us.”’ -- Sen, Lester C, Hunt (D Wyo.) in a March 
15 newsletter. 








EXCISE TAXES CUT 

Twice In 22 Years -- ‘‘Astowhichparty has the 
right to claim credit for these (excise tax) Cuts ... 
a veteran Republican Member said that during his 
22 years in the House he has had the chance to vote 
on a tax reduction bill only twice, once during the 
Republican 80th Congress and now in the Republican 
83rd." -- Rep. Robert D, Harrison (R Neb.) ina 
March 17 newsletter. 








Ten Per Cent For Everything? -- ‘(The bill 
provides) that any excise tax in excess of 10 per 
cent be lowered to 10 per cent on April | of this 
year. ...This may be the preliminary move toward 
a flat excise tax or sales tax advocated by many 
groups.’’ -- Rep. Wayne N. Aspinall (D Colo,) in a 
March 13 newsletter. 








INCOME TAXES 


Increase Exemptions -- ‘‘...Less than one per 
cent of the families of the nation own about 80 per 
cent of the corporate stock... Tax relief (should be 
given) to all individuals by increasing the exemption 
from (the present) $600, rather than confining this 
tax relief to the few fortunate ones who own stock 
and collect dividends,"’ -- Rep. Walter Rogers (D 
Tex.) in a March 12 newsletter, 








Dividend Approach -- ‘‘(A dividend-tax cut) is 
for the good of all the American people and the good 
of the country. It is not, as some politicians would 
like the public to believe, because the Eisenhower 
Administration has a special desire to ease the tax 
burden for those who receive dividends,’’ -- Rep. 
Robert W, Kean (R N,J,) in a March 18 newsletter. 








PROBE, 1837 STYLE 


‘‘Maybe progress is being made. In 1837 one 
Reuben Whitney was before a committee of investi- 
gation (and) Rep. Bailie Peyton of Tennessee, taking 
offense at one of his answers, threatened him fiercely 

. and shouted: ‘You shan’t say one word while you 
are inthis room. If you do, I will put you to death.’ 
The Chairman, Henry A, Wise of Virginia added: 
‘Yes, this insolence is insufferable.’ As bothof these 
gentlemen were armed with deadly weapons, the wit- 
ness could hardly be blamed for not wanting to testify 
before the committee again.’’ -- Rep. Sidney R, 
Yates (D Ill.) in a March 12 newsletter. 


ON LEAVING THE HOUSE 


“*T want to assure all of my friends in Burlington 
and Mercer Counties that my decision to seek 
election to the Senate, instead of continuing as your 
Congressman, was a very difficult one to make. . 
Whatever happens in November, | shall always look 
back on my three terms in the House with pride and 
satisfaction.’’ -- Rep. Charles R, Howell (D N.J.) in 
a March 15 newsletter. 





RIGID VS, FLEXIBLE 


‘‘Secretary of Agriculture Benson told the House 
Agriculture Committee he probably would advise the 
President to veto any bill extending rigid high sup- 
ports. Sen. (Milton R,) Young (R N.D.) immediately 
issued a statement saying that there are sufficient 
votes to override such a veto. Atthis point I am in- 
clined to agree with the Senator,’’ -- Rep. Earl 
Wilson (R Ind.) in a March 15 newsletter. 





CAMPAIGN PRELUDE 


‘Your Representative has declared his candi- 
dacy for a fifth term in the House. Much will be 
made of the controversy between (Methodist) Bishop 
G, Bromley Oxnam and your Representative. We have 
had no reason to qualify our remarks made last year 
in a floor speech ... the hearing accorded the Bishop 
by the House Un-American Activities Committee 
points up, in our opinion, the extent of aid lent by the 
‘‘pink’’ Bishop to the Communist Party and its front 
organizations.’’ -- Rep. Donald L, Jackson (R Calif.) 
in a March 15 newsletter. 





LOST AND FOUND 


‘‘People lose things in Washington. A sign at 
the zoo (says) to return lost children to the lion 
house.”’ -- Rep. William H, Harrison (R Wyo.) in a 
March 21 newsletter. 
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Behind The Headlines. . . 


CAMPAIGN FOR SENATE 


CQ Survey Shows The 35 Races In 34 States Will Be Fought Over 10 Issues, 


Led By Economic Dip, Farm Problems, Taxes, Defense, Communism 


With the 1954 campaign underway, Republicans 
and Democrats already are lining up the issues for 
this year’s political wars. 


Seeking continued control of Congress, Republi- 
cans plan to campaign on the slogan ‘‘We need more 
in '54’’ -- more Republicans in Congress to back 
President Eisenhower. The Democrats are using an 
up-to-date model of their old slogan, ‘‘Don’t let them 
take it away.’’ It is ‘‘Am I better or worse off than 
I was in 1952.”’ 


10 BIG ISSUES 


A Congressional Quarterly survey of 1954cam- 
paign issues indicates that there will be 10 major 
issues and several subsidiary ones. Virtually all of 
the major issues will figure in the 35 Senate-races. 


The 10 big issues are ‘‘recession or readjust- 
ment,’’ farm problems, taxes and government econ- 
omy, foreign policy, defense, power and conservation, 
business -- big and small, ‘‘coddling Communists’’ 
vs. ‘‘McCarthyism’’; labor and welfare, civil rights. 


All except one of the Senators whose terms ex- 
pire at the end of 1954 are expected to run for re- 
election. The exception is Sen. Robert C, Hendrick- 
son (R N.J.) who has withdrawn from the race. 
There will be 35 races in 34 states, with 22 Demo- 
cratic and 13 Republican seats at stake. 


The 22 Democrats are Clinton P, Anderson 
(N.M.), Thomas A, Burke (Ohio), Paul H. Douglas 
(Ill.), James O, Eastland (Miss.), Allen J, Ellender, 
Sr. (La.), J. Allen Frear, Jr. (Del.), Guy M, Gillette 
(Iowa), Theodore Francis Green (R,.I.), Hubert H, 
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Humphrey (Minn.), Lester C, Hunt, (Wyo.), EdwinC, 
Johnson (Colo.), Lyndon B, Johnson (Tex.), Estes 
Kefauver (Tenn.), Robert S, Kerr (Okla.), Alton A, 
Lennon (N.C.), John L, McClellan (Ark.), Burnet R, 
Maybank (S,.C,), James E, Murray (Mont.), Matthew 
M, Neely (W.Va.), A, Willis Robertson (Va.), Richard 
B. Russell (Ga.), and John J, Sparkman (Ala.), 


The 13 Republican Senators whose terms expire 
this year are Styles Bridges (N.H.), John Sherman 
Cooper (Ky.), Guy Cordon (Ore.), Henry C, Dworshak 
(Idaho), Homer Ferguson (Mich.), Dwight Griswold 
(Neb.), Hendrickson (N,.J.), Thomas H, Kuchel 
(Calif.), Karl E, Mundt (S,D.), Leverett Saltonstall 
(Mass.), Andrew F, Schoeppel (Kan.), Margaret 
Chase Smith (Maine) and Robert W, Upton (N,H.). 


In addition to the incumbents seeking re-elect- 
ion, as of March 12, nine members of the House 
officially had announced their candidacy for the Sen- 
ate, with more expected. 


HOUSE ASPIRANTS 


The ‘‘announced’’ group of Senate aspirants now 
serving in the House are Reps. Laurie C, Battle (D 
Ala.), George H, Bender (R Ohio), Norris Cotton (R 
N.H.), Wesley A, D’Ewart (R Mont.), Charles R, 
Howell (D N.J.), Thomas E, Martin (R lowa), Pat 
Sutton (D Tenn.), Herbert B, Warburton (R Del.) and 
Samuel W. Yorty (D Calif.). 


Former Rep. Foster W. Furcolo (D Mass.), ex- 
Rep. Clifford P, Case (R N.J.) and former Sen. Glen 
H. Taylor (D Idaho) also are in Senate races. 
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The Eisenhower Program 


Republican leaders have stated and the Demo- 
crats agree that the 1954 campaign will swing on the 
success or failure of the Eisenhower program. The 
196 Presidential requests to Congress (CQ Weekly 
Report, p. 201) include the following: 


‘Further reductions in taxes as rapidly as justi- 
fied by prospective revenues and reductions in ex- 
penditures’’; more liberal depreciation allowances 
and other changes in tax rules to encourage business 
expansion; no change in the present corporate or 
excise tax rates; increase in the debt limit. 


Cut national security spending but provide the 
largest outlay for the Air Force since World War II; 
continue foreign aid but cut economic aid; fight sub. 
version at home and communism abroad. 


Provide for a flexible price support program in 
place of the present fixed price support program on 
farm crops. 


tielp low-income families buy homes with prac- 
tically no down payment; step up federal aid for 
school and highway construction; expand the public 
health program. Extend coverage and increase bene- 
fits under social security and unemployment in- 
surance; revise the Taft-Hartley labor law. 


Continue reclamation, flood control and other 
public works programs; provide for U.S. participa- 
tion in the St. Lawrence Seaway project. 


The President himself called his program 
‘‘progressive and dynamic.’’ He said Dec. 2, ‘‘It 
will determine the future political complexion of 
the Congress and the future of the Administration... 
Unless the Republican party can develop and enact 
such a program for the American people, it does not 
deserve to remain in power.” 


The objective of the Eisenhower Administration 
is to give all Americans ‘‘peace and prosperity...at 
the same time,’’ according to Vice President Nixon. 
To date, he said March 13, the Administration has 
ended the Korean war, eaded price controls and in- 
flation, lowered taxes, and seized the offensive in 
foreign policy. 


Sen. Smith (R Maine) declared that the Presi- 
dent’s program ‘‘can win or lose the Congress and 
the White House for many years to come."’ Rep. 
Warburton (R Del.) said people will be impressed 
with the program’s success, and he expects to make 
it one of the big issues of his campaign for the 
Senate. So do most other GOP Senators and Senate 
aspirants, 
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Democrats quarrel with parts of the President’s 
program, particularly its farm, tax and labor pro- 
visions. They also agree with parts of it, es- 
pecially the Social Security proposals. But they 
contend that the Republican-controlled 83rd Congress 
will not do much about the Eisenhower program 
which former President Truman has called a con- 
tinuation of the ‘‘New Deal.”’ 


Sen. Neely (D W.Va.) assesses the Eisenhower 
Administration as a ‘‘nightmare’’ of ‘‘disappoint- 
ment, failure and distress.’’ Sen. Kefauver (D Tenn.) 
says it has been hedging on its pledges. It has been 
‘‘government by commission”’ and ‘‘government by 
postponement,’’ according to Sen Humphrey (D 
Minn.) in reference to the number of commissions 
which the President has named to study govern- 
mental problems. Sen. Green (D R.I.)} says the 
Administration has played on the nation’s fears and 
trifled with its aspirations. 


While Democrats have been highly critical of 
the Administration’s performance and of parts ofits 
program, those in Senate races have been singularly 
careful not to attack the President personally. In 
his smashing victory at the polls in 1952, Mr. 
Eisenhower carried 25 of the 34 states in which 
there are Senate races this year. Democrats car- 
ried nine: Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Caro- 
lina and West Virginia. 


THE ISSUES 


Specific campaign issues are arising out of con- 
troversial Administration proposals, the way the 
proposals fare in the GOP-controlled Congress, and 
the current economic situation, Analysis of these 
issues follows: 


1. Recession Or Readjustment? 


Democrats contend that the nation is now in the 
throes of a recession, largely as a result of the Re- 
publicans’ ‘‘hard money”’ policy in 1953. They plan 
to base their campaign on the downturn in economic 
conditions. 


Unemployment has been increasing, steel, auto- 
mobile and other industrial production has slackened. 
Farm income has been on the decline since the end 
of World War Il, The cost of living remains high. 
The stock market remains steady. March is the 
crucial month, according to President Eisenhower, 
If business does not take an upturn this month, he 
said recently, it will be a warning signal. He has 
pledged to use emergency measures to ward off a 
depression. 


Meanwhile, virtually every state in which there 
are Senate races has reported growing unemployment 





and cutbacks in local industries. For example, unem- 
ployment is increasing in California because industry 
cannot absorb the big population growth fast enough. 
Western metal mining has been contracting. The 
textile industry in New England and inthe South is in 
the doldrums. Coal mines have beenclosing in West 
Virginia, Kentucky, Illinois, Wyoming, Colorado and 
other states. The automobile industry, centered in 
Michigan, has had big production cutbacks. Rail 
centers in many places report reductions in force. 
Lumbering is down in Oregon. Commercial fishing 
is off in Maine and Massachusetts. Lower farm 
prices have affected the economy of the Midwestern 
farm states, and dairymen fear substantial losses 
because of the Administration’s scheduled cutback in 
dairy price supports on April 1. 


Sen. Douglas (D Ill.) was one of the first to call 
the current economic situation a depression, He was 
denounced by Republican National Chairman Leonard 
W. Hall as one of the ‘‘four horsemen of doom.”’ 
Douglas said, ‘‘I’d rather have prosperity and be de- 
feated.’’ He recommended that the Administration 
must cut individual income and excise taxes and em- 
bark on major public works programs as an economic 
stimulant. 


Sen. Ferguson (R Mich.) has lashed out at reces - 
sion and depression talk. He said recently that a 
‘‘group of repudiated New Dealers, the peddiers of 
fear, with their eyes on the 1954 election, would like 
nothing better than to see this nation ina depression.”’ 


The country has been going through a period of 
‘‘readjustment’’ following the end of the Korean war, 
a war which created a ‘‘phony prosperity’’ in this 
country, according to the Michigan Republican, who 
favors more adequate unemployment compensation. 


BLAME HARD MONEY 


The 1953 ‘‘hard money’’ policy of the Eisen- 
hower Administration was responsible for the in- 
crease in interest rates and the subsequent decline in 
housing, farm and business loans, according to Sen. 
Sparkman (D Ala.) and other Democrats. 


During this period of rising unemployment, 
prices and the cost of living have remained at near 
record-high lévels, a point emphasized by such 
Democrats as Gillette (lowa) and Frear (Del.) who 
have been inquiring into the high price of coffee. 


The President’s plan announced in December 
1953 to channel federal contracts to depressed labor 
areas was hailed by Sen. Saltonstall (R Mass.) as an 
aid to New England, but a number of Southerners 
criticized it. Sen. Ellender (D La.) called ita 
‘‘yankee subsidy.’’ Sen. Maybank (D S.C.) said it 
proved that the President has turned his back ‘‘on 
campaign promises of states rights, freedom for pri- 
vate business and greater economy in government.”’ 
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2. Farm Problems 


The farm issue is one which the Democrats 
seem to have pretty much to themselves. Few Re- 
publicans running for the Senate are making a point 
of publicly defending Secretary of Agriculture Ezra 
Taft Benson or the Administration farm program in 
the face of declining farm prices. Democrats are 
attacking Benson and his policies vigorously. An 
exception is Sen. Anderson (D N,M.) who was Secre- 
tary of Agriculture from 1945-48. He believes in 
flexible price supports such as Benson is recom- 
mending, rather than the present rigid price support 
program, 


Benson said in a St. Paul speech Feb. 11, 1953: 
‘‘Price supports should provide insurance against 
disaster.’’ Sen. Murray (D Mont,) said this provea 
Benson ‘‘intends to return American agricultureto 
the chaos of the 20’s,’’ while Sen. Russell (D Ga.) 
said he was not going to ‘‘follow the Administration 
down the road to disaster.”’ 


Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, Arkansas, New Mexi- 
co and Colorado -- all with Senate races this year -- 
have suffered from drought, dust storms and lowered 
cattle prices. Federal relief was provided, but 
farmers complained that it was ‘‘too little, toolate,”’ 
and that the benefits went tothe big farmers. Demo- 
crats in these states have been needling the Adminis- 
tration on this score. Sen, Kerr (DOkla,) has asked 
for 100 per cent price supports on beef to bolster 
the cattle market. 


Democrats jumped on the Administration's flex- 
ible price support program. Sens. Douglas (D Ill.) 
and Humphrey (D Minn.) recalled that the President 
speaking in Kasson, Minn., during the 1952 campaign, 
promised farmers 100 per cent parity inthe market- 
place. 


Democratic Sens. Lennon (N.C.), Maybank (S.C, ), 
Russeli (Ga.), Sparkman (Ala.), Eastland (Miss.), 
Ellender (La.), and Johnson (Tex.) see inthe flexible 
price support program an end to the fixed price 
supports on cotton, rice and peanuts. ‘‘How long 
could we last on i5-cent cotton?’’ Eastland asked, 
Johnson said the new program would provide the 
farmer ‘‘less protection and less money."’ 


FARM SURPLUSES 


Humphrey called it ‘‘the same-old disastrous 
sliding scale idea.’’ Sen. Murray (D Mont.) pre- 
dicted Congress would “ignore it.’’ 


When the Secretary of Agriculture, plagued with 
huge stocks of butter, announced that price supports 
on dairy products would be cut from 90 to 75 per 
cent of parity on April 1, Sen. Humphrey immediately 
attacked the proposal. He is making the proposed cut 
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his major campaign issue. The President called the 
move an effort to put butter ‘‘back’’ ondinner tables. 
But Sen. Johnson (D Colo.) said the move was cat- 
culated to drive a wedge between farmers and con- 
sumers, 


The huge and growing stock of farm surpluses 
promises a storage problem, The Democrats made a 
big issue of the lack of grain storage in 1948 and this 
year Sens, Gillette (D lowa) and Anderson (D N.M.) 
already have hoisted storm warnings. 


3. Taxes, Government Economy 


Republicans have noted, with satisfaction, the 
strides made by the Eisenhower Administration to 
cut taxes and to balance the budget. The Adminis- 
tration agreed to a scheduled 10 per cent cut in per- 
sonal income taxes to take effect on Jan. 1. The 
corporate excess profits tax died at the same time. 
This is a big ‘feather inthe cap”’ of the Republicans, 
according to Sens. Bridges (N,H.), Saltonstall (Mass, ) 
and Ferguson (Mich.) of the GOP, and all Republicans 
running for the Senate will use these tax Cuts as 
‘‘vote-catchers,’’ President Eisenhower held this 
was sufficient tax relief and strongly opposed further 
cuts in income and excise taxes. 


Republican Sens. Bridges, Ferguson, Cordon 
(Ore.), Saltonstall, Mundt (S,D,) Dworshak (Idaho) and 
Smith (Maine), all members of the Senate Appropri- 
ations Committee, are advocates of ‘‘economy in 
government."’ The first Eisenhower budget request 
was $13 billion below the last Truman budget esti- 
mate. This is proof, they say, that the days of 
‘‘reckless spending’’ in government are over. 


Prospects are slim that the Administration wil] 
be able to balance the budget, and the President has 
asked for an increase in the limit onthe public debt. 
Economy -minded Democrats such as Johnson (Colo, ), 
Frear (Del.) and Robertson (Va.) have been cold to 
the idea, 


TRICKLE-DOWN 


Democrats now are attacking what they call ‘‘the 
trickle-down theory’’ of the Eisenhower tax program. 
Sens, Douglas (Ili.) Humphrey (Minn.), Kefauver 
(Tenn.), Kerr (Okla.), Murray (Mont,), Neely (W Va.), 
Sparkman (Ala.), and Rep. Yorty (D Calif.) have been 
critical of the Administration for opposing further 
cuts in personal income and other taxes while favor- 
ing more tax concessions for business such as high 
depletion allowances and cutting taxes on dividends, 
They say this is based on the premise that tax cuts 
for business and industry ultimately will ‘‘trickle 
down’’ to small taxpayers. Republicans reply that 
tax concessions to business will draw out ‘‘invest- 
ment capital’’ and spur business growth. 
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Democrats are backing a move to increase 
exemptions for income-tax payers. Frear, Kerr, 
Humphrey and Yorty are sponsors of such measures. 
This is their answer, they say, tothe Administration 
plan ‘‘to make the rich richer and the poor poorer.”’ 
Republican Reps. Bender (Ohio) and Martin (Iowa) 
sponsored cuts in certain excise taxes, despite Ad- 
ministration disapproval of such measures. Demo- 
crats have favored cuts in the excise taxes. 


4. Foreign Policy 


Republicans feel that they have two popular 
foreign policy issues: The Korean truce and the 
President’s proposal to use atomic energy for peace- 
time purposes throughout the world. They intend to 
use them to the hilt with slogans about the end of the 
‘*Truman war”’ and the ‘‘blood-letting’’ in Korea. 


Democrats generally cheered the atomic speech 
and the end of the Korean conflict, but Sen. Douglas 
(D Ill.) noted that the truce might turn out to be ‘‘a 
disastrous settlement.’’ There was considerable 
Democratic opposition tothe Administration decision 

*to bring two U.S, divisions home from Korea. Sen. 
Russell (D Ga.), former Chairman of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, said it ‘‘smacked of 
appeasement.’’ Sens. Kefauver (D Tenn.) and Spark- 
man (D Ala.) blamed it on the Administration's 
economy drive. Douglas feared it would give Red 
China achance to send additional men into Indo-China. 
But Sens. Ferguson (R Mich.) and Johnson (D Colo.) 
said it was ‘‘a step in the right direction.”’ 


The Administration’s handling of the Indo-China 
problems has drawn barbs. Gillette (D lowa) fears 
the U.S, is being drawn into a new war ‘‘step by step’’, 
in sending military aid and 200 Air Force technicians 
to the area, and by agreeing to sitdown with the Red 
Chinese to talk over the Indo-China problem, Sen. 
Humphrey (D Minn.) holds that the Administration 
has ‘‘no plan of action’’ in that war. But Saltonstall 
(R Mass.) has said that the Administration’s great 
desire is to bring ultimate peace to Southeast Asia, 
and he has President Eisenhower's word that we are 
not going to send troops there. 


Secretary of State Dulles’ conduct of foreign af- 
fairs has drawn fire from Democrats and Republi- 
cans alike, including some holding such differing 
views on foreign policy as Douglas and Ferguson, 


TREATY CURB 


The proposal by Sen. John W, Bricker (R Ohio) 
to curb the President's treaty-making powers is 
likely to be an issue in the elections of Senators who 
figured prominently in the debate, such as Ferguson, 
Lennon (D N.C.) and Humphrey, and in states where 
there has been much opposition to the United Nations. 








Republican Mundt (R S.D.) has been an outspoken 
critic of ‘‘blood traffic with the enemy”’ -- that is, 
British trade with Red China, Sens. Dworshak (R 
Idaho) and Hunt (D Wyo.) are critical of the Presi- 
dent’s refusal to put higher duties on wool imports. 
Eastland (D Miss.) wants a subsidy for cotton exports. 
Bridges (R N.H.) favors more aid to the Nationalist 
Chinese. Reps. Martin (R lowa) and D’Ewart (R 
Mont.) and Sens. Dworshak and Ellender (D La.) favor 
cuts in the foreign aid program. Rep. Howell (D N.J.) 
wants a step-up in the ‘“‘trade, not aid’’ concept. 


Sen. Johnson (D Tex.) favors a ‘‘bold new foreign 
policy’’ which he says the ‘‘high-tariff’’ GOP is in- 
capable of instituting. Sen. Cooper (R Ky.), a former 
U.S. representative to the UN, is a backer of the 
President's foreign policy. Sen, Sparkman (D Ala.) 
has said that the President has ‘‘adopted”’ the foreign 
policy of past Democratic Administrations, 


5. Defense 


The ‘‘new look’’ in the nation’s defense program 
and the 1952 cuts in Air Force funds are bulking 
large as major campaign issues. 


Led by Sen. Ferguson (R Mich.), Republicans 
made a $5 billion cut in Air Force funds last year, 
on the ground that it would result in no loss of com- 
bat planes and the larger sum could not possibly be 
spent in one year. Rep. Yorty (DCalif.), campaigning 
on a program of ‘‘strong national defense,’’ fought 
the cut. 


Yorty said the cut was ‘‘false economy’’ and 
‘twrecked the air power program.’’ Now the Ad- 
ministration’s new policy is admission of last year’s 
‘‘grave error,’’ according to Yorty. Sen. Russell (D 
Ga.) blames the shortages of ‘‘pilots and crews’’ for 
supersonic and long-range bombers on last year’s 
cut. Sen. Douglas (D Ill.) has charged that the cut 
resulted in the elimination of 700 combat planes. 


‘*THE NEW LOOK”’ 


The Administration says its new defense pro- 
gram will ‘‘buy more with your defense dollar’’ and 
provide ‘‘more defense for less money,’’ by means 
of a big build-up for long-range bombers anda small- 
er standing army equipped to use atomic weapons. 
Sens. Ferguson and Saltonstall (R Mass.) are strong 
backers of the program. 


Democratic Sens. Douglas and Sparkman (Ala.) 
have been asking whether this means the U.S. would 
be plunged into a major war over a border clash in 
some out-of-the-way place. They say the ‘‘new look”’ 
policy failed to provide the military answer to the 
Indo-China war. Yorty has demanded the resignation 
of Secretary of Defense Charles E. Wilson for ‘‘un- 
derestimating’’ the potential of the Soviet air force. 
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A recent announcement that a naval carrier will 
be built at Newport News, Va., where another big 
naval construction job is already underway brought 
angry reminders from Sens. Smith (R Maine) and 
Maybank (D S.C.) that shipyards in Maine and South 
Carolina were not overloaded with work. 


Sen. Kefauver (D Tenn.) has been critical of a 
$200 million tank contract which the Army signed 
exclusively with General Motors, Wilson's old com- 
pany, leaving no piece of the ‘‘contract pie"’ for 
Chrysler Corporation, another bidder. 


6. Public Power, Conservation 


Democratic National Chairman Stephen A, Mit- 
chell said after a _ recent trip through western 
mountain states that the ‘‘people feel the Republican 
Party is more interested in the East’’ than in the 
West. He said one of the biggest ‘‘gripes’’ was about 
the Administration’s new power and conservation 
program. 


Four Democratic Senators, Anderson (N.M.), 
Johnson (Colo.), Hunt (Wyo.) and Murray (Mont.), 
heartily agreed. They recalled former President 
Truman's prediction that the Hungry Horse dam in 
Montana would be the last big multiple-purpose 
project to be built in some time if the Republicans 
won the 1952 election. To say that there will be no 
more such projects under the GOP is just ‘‘damn 
silly,’’ according to Sen. Cordon (R Ore.), 


PUBLIC POWER ‘‘DIM-OUT’’? 


The Eisenhower Administration has been evolv- 
ing a new power policy which provides for develop- 
ment of hydro-electric power on a ‘‘cooperative’’ 
basis between local and regional private and public 
power groups, with less emphasis on aid from the 
federal government. The Democrats call it ‘‘the 
dim-out of public power.’’ They say that the policy 
favors private power, and the tipoff was the 1953 de- 
cision of the Interior Department not topress for the 
federal development of the Hells Canyon project in 
Idaho. This issue has become hot in the Idaho, 
Montana and Oregon Senate contests. 


But the power issue is not entirely Western, 
Early in his Administration President Eisenhower 
called the Tennessee Valley Authority an example of 
‘creeping socialism.’’ This brought quick responses 
from Democrats Kefauver (Tenn.), Sparkman (Ala.) 
and Eastland (Miss.), Kefauver said TVA was getting 
‘‘a raw deal.’’ Eastland charged the Administration 
was putting TVA on ‘‘a starvation diet.’’ 


THE PREFERENCE CLAUSE 


A new power marketing agreement between 
Rural Electric cooperatives and the Interior Depart- 
ment in the Missouri Valley stirred Democrats 
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Johnson (Colo,), Cillette (lowa), Kefauver, Kerr 
(Okla,) and Murray. REA’s feared that the new 
policy would curb their long-standing preferential 
rights to public power and that REA funds would be 
cut, ‘‘Wehavea fight onour hands,’’ Gillette warned. 


Announcement by the Department of Interior that 
it intends to cut the staff of the Southwestern Power 
Administration serving six Southwestern states -- 
Arkansas, Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, Louisiana and 
Missouri -- caused cries of anguish. Kerr called it 
“the first step toward liquidation’’ of the power 
marketing agency. 


Many Democrats have attacked the Administra- 
tion for ‘‘giveaways"’ of the nation’s resources. They 
cite the passage of the bill quit-claiming federal 
rights to off-shore oil (a popular measure in Louisi- 
ana, California and Texas), the pending sale of 
government-owned synthetic rubber plants, andGOP - 
sponsored bills permitting timbermen and stockmen 
to certain rights on federal land. 


‘‘With all my heart and soul Il cry out against the 
existing trend of parting with the heritage of our 
people,’’ said Richard L, Neuberger (D), whois run- 
ning for the Senate in Oregon. 


Burke (1D Ohio) and McClellan (D Ark.) see the 
need for more river and harbor worksin their areas. 
McClellan has indicated his dissatisfaction with the 
present procedure to get such projects underway, 
has said ‘‘Congress is being by-passed’’ in the 
selection of such projects. 


St. Lawrence Seaway legislation, so long incon- 
troversy, has solid Administration backing and has 
been passed by the Senate(CQ Weekly Report, Pp. 84.) 
Ferguson (R) is likely to use itasan issue in Michi- 
gan while Frear (D) will make plainhis opposition to 
it in Delaware, 


7. Business, Big And Small 


The Eisenhower Administration is dedicated to 
the interests of big business, according to Democrats, 
They say they see evidence of a ‘‘big business’’ bias 
in the government, in the Administration’s ‘‘hard 
money’’ policy backed by big banks, in tax amorti- 
zation ‘‘handouts’’ to big business, and in the proposal 
of the ‘‘business-run’’ Post Office Department to in- 
crease postal rates. 


The Administration has been ‘‘indifferent’’ to 
the needs of small business,’’ according to Demo- 
crats Sparkman (Ala.) Gillette (lowa) and Hunt (Wyo. ) 
who are backing a ‘‘functioning’’ Small Business Ad- 
ministration. Sparkman and Yorty (D Calif.) have 
said that it took a ‘‘business administration’’ to seek 
a boost in the postal rates. 
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Republicans say the change-over from the Tru- 
man to the Eisenhower Administration means that 
“creeping socialism’’ has given way toa sound busi- 
ness administration which favors private enterprise 
over government controls. Price and rent controls 
were among the first measures repealed. They say 
the ‘‘mess’’ in Washington is being cleaned up, in- 
tegrity in government has been restored, and the 
government is now being run on a sound business 
basis. 


8. Coddling Communists -- McCarthyism 


Because of differences between the Aaministra- 
tion and Sen. Joseph R, McCarthy (R Wis.), it is im- 
possible at present to tell how much the Communist 
issues will figure inthe 1954campaign. Until recent- 
ly, it looked like quite an issue in the Midwest and 
New England. 





The latest Republican build-upof the ‘‘Commun- 
ist-coddling’’ issue began in November 1953 when At- 
torney General Herbert Brownell, Jr., accused the 
Truman Administration of harboring a ‘‘spy’’ in the 
person of the late Harry Dexter White. (CQ Almanac 
Vol. IX, p. 620 ff.) McCarthy toured the country 
in February, under the auspices of the Republican 
National Committee, speaking on ‘‘20 years of trea- 
son’’ under the Democrats. 


President Eisenhower said Feb. 10 that any alle- 
gation the Democrats were tinged with treason was 
untrue. After Sen. McCarthy called Army Secretary 
Robert T, Stevens, a ‘‘dupe’’ of persons inthe Penta- 
gon ‘‘coddling’’ what he terms Fifth Amendment Com- 
munists, both the President andGOP National Chair- 
man Leonard W, Hall were critical of McCarthy (CQ 
Weekly Report p. 298.) 


TRUTH KITS 


Democrats have put out a ‘‘fact sheet’’ toshow 
that previous Democratic administrations gave the 
U.S, ‘‘the most successful record of any free country 
in the world incrushing the effectiveness of the Com- 
munist apparatus.’’ They send ‘‘truth kits’’ tocom- 
munities where McCarthy speaks to tell their side of 
the story. 


Many Democrats long have been critical of what 
they term ‘‘McCarthyism,”’ referring to investigating 
methods used by McCarthy. These include Sen, 
McClellan (D Ark.), who quit the McCarthy Investi- 
gations Subcommittee in protest to staff member J.B. 
Matthews’ charges of Communist infiltration of the 
Protestant clergy, and Sen. Ellender (DLa.), acritic 
of the cost of running the McCarthy Subcommittee. 
McClellan, and two other Democrats who walked out 
with him, returned tothe Subcommittee when McCar- 
thy agreed to modify the group’s rules. (CQ Almanac, 
Vol. IX, 1953, p. 340; CQ Weekly Report, 130.) 





‘*McCarthyism”’ as an issue in the campaign was 
promoted when Adlai E, Stevenson said the Republican 
Party is divided ‘‘half McCarthy and half Eisen- 
hower’’. McCarthy himself claims that his continued 
Chairmanship of the Senate Investigations Subcom- 
mittee will be a major issue in the 1954 elections, 


SECURITY RISKS 


Democrats have been critical of the use of the 
term ‘‘security risk’’, inthe government’s discharge 
of federal employees for cause. They have objected 
to what they call ‘‘the numbers game”’ -- citing 
figures released on the number of persons fired on 
security grounds. 


Sen. Neely (D W. Va.) has charged that em- 
ployees tagged as ‘‘risks’’ have been ‘‘irreparably 
injured and indelibly branded.’’ Republicans, as well 
as Democrats, have demanded a breakdown of Civil 
Service Commission statistics and a count of the 
actual number of ‘‘subversives’’ included. 


9. Labor And Welfare 


Organized labor is making labor and welfare 
programs of the Administration important issues. 
It has condemned the President's proposals to amend 
the Taft-Hartley Labor Law (CQ Weekly Report, p 
204), particularly the plan to conduct strike ballots 
under federal auspices. Many Democrats and Sen. 
Cooper (R Ky.) have indicated their opposition tothe 
idea, 


Labor claims Martin P, Durkin, a labor leader 
(AFL) who served for less than a year as the Presi- 
dent’s Secretary of Labor, resigned because the 
Administration would not back up his suggestions to 
amend Taft-Hartley. 


Labor criticized the appointment of Albert C, 
Beeson, California businessman, to the National 
Labor Relations Board. Beeson was accused of 
bringing a ‘‘pro-business’’ bias to the bipartisan 
Board. Sen. Neely (D W. Va.) charged that Beeson 
perjured himself before a Senate Committee, and the 
Democrats voted almost solidly against his confir- 
mation, When they lost on a close vote (CQ Weekly 
Report, p. 217) they said the appointment would be a 
campaign issue, 


Labor criticized Administration support of a 
recently-passed Mexican labor measure (CQ Weekly 
Report, p. 284) on the ground that it brings ‘‘cheap 
labor’’ into this country to compete with American 
laboring men and women; and said the President 
should have presented a new recommendation to Con- 
gress. It has also indicated dissatisfaction with the 
President’s recommendations relative to unemploy- 
ment compensation. 


Such labor ‘‘gripes’’ are likely to be aired fully 
in the Senate campaigns in Illinois, Minnesota, Rhode 


Island, Montana, West Virginia, Alabama and eise- 
where where incumbent Democrats have substantial 
labor support. 


WELFARE 


While generally applauding the President's so- 
cial security program, Democrats claim that Repub- 
licans in Congress will do their best to block it. 
They have been critical of money cuts inthe hospital 
program and of the “refunding features’’ of the 
President’s medical care program. 


They feel the Administration has allocated too 
little money to health, housing and education. Sen, 
Sparkman (D Ala.) has been particularly critical of 
cutbacks in public housing and the increase in the 
cost of home and farm loans. Rep. Howell (D N.J.) 
Says the federal aid for school construction pro- 
gram is being delayed by surveying needs of states 
and localities which are already known, 


10. Civil Rights 


Civil rights will become an issue of major im- 
portance in Southern and border states if the Supreme 
Court rules this year that segregation is illegal in 
public schools, South Carolina, Virginia, Delaware 
and Kansas are arguing the case for continued 
segregation, but Northern Democrats, like Sens, 
Humphrey (D Minn.) and Murray (D Mont.) don’t 
think the Administration has gone far enough in 
furthering race equality. 


The President is opposed to a compulsory fair 
employment practices measure, but the Senate Labor 
Committee has approved a Taft-Hartley amendment 
forbidding unions to discriminate because of race or 
religion -- in itself a form of FEPC, (CQ Weekly 
Report, p. 323.) 


The President is backing elimination of segre- 
gation in the armed forces and in companies holding 
government contracts. He has appointed a number of 
Negroes to top government jobs, including J, Ernest 
Wilkins of Chicago, who was nominated to be Assist- 
ant Secretary of Labor. Southern Democrats have 
looked askance at some of these Administration 
policies. 


Democrats have attacked the Administration for 
its failure to amend the McCarran Immigration Act 
(CQ Almanac, Vol. VIII, pp. 154 ff.) ‘‘There is need 
for an immigration program (that is) more truly 
American,’’ according to Rep. Howell (D N.J.). This 
may be important, in states with large foreign-born 
populations such as Massachusetts, New York, New 
Jersey, Illinois and Michigan. 


Statehood will be an issue in California and Ore- 
gon -- Sens. Kuchel and Cordon advocate statehood 
for Hawaii and Alaska. 
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Issues By Regions 


National iseues are expected to influence the races in 44 states where 
35 Senate seats and 34 Governorships are at stake (Indiana, Missouri, Utah 
and Washington have no top statewide elections), A breakdown of issues 
which are expected to count most in different parts of the nation 


NEW ENGLAND - 6 States 
5 Senators - 6 Governors Up 


Unemployment, production cutbacks, cost of living, migration of industry, 
tariffs, foreign trade and aid, tax cuts and amortization are important. 
St. Lawrence Seaway and cutback in defense installations are direct 
regional problems. Social Security expansion, aid to small business, 
schools and hospitals affect the economy. Immigration act revision is 
important. ‘‘Coddling Communists"’ vs. ‘‘McCarthyism’’ may be particu- 
larly stressed in Maine and Massachusetts. 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC - 4 States 
2 Senators - 2 Governors Up 


Unemployment, production cutbacks, cost of living, Taft-Hartley revision 
are big issues in this concentrated industrial area, Reciprocal trade, 
credit and interest rates and tax reductions tiein, Social security, housing 
and slum Clearance and other welfare problems are important as is im- 
migration act revision, Crime and corruption are expected to take the 
spotlight in New York and New Jersey. 


SOUTH - i1 States 
10 Senators - 7 Governors Up 


Farm problems -- supports, prices, conservation--TVA, flood and drought 
control are of bosic importance. Civil rights--segregation, FEPC--are 
building as issues again. Social security expansion, aid to schools, hos- 
pitals and highways will figure. Tax reduction and amortization, credit 
and interest rates and reciprocal trade issues reflect growing industrial - 
ization, European and Latin American policy is vital in coastal states. 
New Deal, ‘‘reds in government'’ may be issues in parts of the South. 


BORDER - 4 States 
3 Senators - 2 Governors Up 


Farm and livestock prices, supports, public power, drought and flood 
control top the issues. Tax reduction, credit and interest policies, federal 
aid for housing, schools and hospitals, and social security all play in the 
campaigns. Foreign aid and tariffs wil! be issues. Civil rights, the New 
Deal, ‘reds in government"’ may be issues inOklahoma and West Virginia 
Senate races, 


CENTRAL - 12 States 
8 Senators - 8 Governors Up 


Farm issues may turn the tide in the breadbasket of America, with em- 
phasis on prices, dairy supports, grain storage and REA‘s. In the indus- 
trial areas, unemployment, Taft-Hartley, production cutbacks, high cost 
of living and tax reduction take the lead, Weltare issues, such as housing 
school and social security, and federal aid to highways are vital. The 
New Deal, ‘‘reds in government,"’ foreign policy are expected to be 
particularly stressed in Illinois, Michigan and Minnesota Senate races. 


WEST - 11 States 
7 Senators - 8 Governors Up 


Power and conservation are the biggest issues inthe West, farm and live- 
stock prices and supports, ‘‘wetbacks,"’ and the use and sale of public 
lands follow closely, Far Eastern policy and Statehood for Hawaii and 
Alaska play a big part incoastal states. Tax reduction, credit and interest 
rates, defense plant cutbacks, depletion allowances, highway, welfare 
problems are important. The New Deal, ‘‘reds in government’’ may 
figure inCalifornia, Idaho, Montana and Oregon; corruption in New Mexico, 


(For complete election chart see CQ Weekly Report, Jan, 29, p. 117), 
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The Issues of 1954 


REPUBLICANS SAY: The election depends 


on the success of the Eisenhower Program. 


DEMOCRATS SAY : Economic conditions 


will decide control of the next Congress. 


HERE ARE THE 10 ISSUES 
EXPECTED TO INFLUENCE 
THE 35 SENATE RACES 


RECESSION OR READJUSTMENT: Unem- 
ployment problems, production cutbacks, 
cosi of living, public works planning, aid 
to distress areas. 





FARM PROBLEMS: Rigid vs. flexible sup- 
ports, dairy supports, decline of prices and 
income, drought relief, surpluses, grain 
storage, conservation. 





TAXES-GOVERNMENT ECONOMY: Tax 
cuts ‘‘for many or few’’, national spending 
and deficit, debt ceiling hike, budget bal- 
ancing, ‘‘pump priming’’ 





FOREIGN POLICY: Peace in Korea, re- 
ciprocal trade, atomic policy, economic 
and military aid, Bricker Amendment, 
UN, European and Far Eastern policies. 





DEFENSE: ‘New Look’’, atomic defense 
vs, attack, military spending, 1953 Air- 
force cut, military construction costs. 





POWER AND CONSERVATION: Public vs. 
private power, preference clause, TYA, 
REA, St. Lawrence Seaway, multiple pur- 
pose dams, flood control, ‘‘Giveaways.”’ 





BUSINESS-BIG VSSMALL: Big Business 
in government vs. ‘‘creeping socialism’’, 
credit and interest rates, contract prefer- 
ences, tax amortization, 





**CODDLING COMMUNISTS’’: McCarthy- 
ism, security risks, appeasement and 
trade with iron curtain countries. 





LABOR AND WELFARE:  Taft-Hartley, 
minimum wage, unemployment Compensa- 
tion, Durkin-Beeson appointments, ‘‘wet- 
backs’’, federal aid for housing, health, 
schools, hospitals; social security. 





CIVIL RIGHTS: Segregation, minority 
rights, statehood, immigration revision. 
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Racing USSR On Power Uses? 


U.S. PUTS PEACEFUL ATOM TO WORK 


Weapon developments have held the limelight and 
received the lion’s share of the funds devoted to the 
atomic energy program since 1946. But the peaceful 
uses of the atom also have been under constant study. 
Use of nuclear fission in an industrial power plant was 
spotlighted March 13 when the Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion announced that a Pittsburgh utility within a few 
years will be providing its customers with electric 
power generated from atomic energy. 


he revolutionary aspect of the atom in both war and 
peace was acknowledged in the Atomic Energy Act of 
1946. Its policy statement asserts that ‘‘assuring the 
common defense and security’’ must be the ‘‘ paramount 
objective’ of the Act. But it also declares that: 

“The development and utilization of atomic energy 
shall, so far as practicable, be directed toward improving 
the public welfare, increasing the standard of living, 
strengthening free competition in private enterprise, and 
promoting world peace."’ 


This goal was underscored by President Eisenhower 
in a Feb, 17 message to Congress. He said then: ‘‘What 
was only a hope and a distant goal in 1946 -- the benefi- 
cent use of atomic energy in human service -- can soon 
be a reality. Before our scientists and engineers lie 
rich possibilities in the harnessing of atomic power. The 
federal government can pioneer inits development. But... 
the enterprise, initiative and competitive spirit of in- 
dividuals and groups within our free economy are needed 
to assure the greatest efficiency and progress at the 
least cost to the public.’’ 


To this end, the President recommended a number 
of revisions in the Act to encourage greater private 
participation in atomic energy development for peace 
(CQ Weekly Report, p. 233). 


STUDY INDUSTRIAL POTENTIAL 


The Joint Congressional Committee on Atomic 
Energy has displayed interest in the industrial potentials 
of nuclear power. The Committee staff conducted an 
‘‘informal survey’’ in 1952, covering governmental and 
industrial views on the problems involved in atomic 
power development. Results were included ina compila- 
tion on ‘‘Atomic Power and Private Enterprise,’’ pub- 
lished by the Committee in December 1952. 


One of the conclusions of the staff wasthat: ‘‘There 
is today no question that atomic power for industrial 
purposes is technically feasible, if cost were to be dis- 
regarded.”’ 


In June and July of 1953 the Committee held public 
hearings on ‘‘atomic power development and private 
enterprise’’ (CQ Almanac, Vol. IX, 1953, pp. 434-6). 
A policy statement by the Atomic Energy Commission, 
submitted at the Committee’s request, said that ‘‘eco- 
nomically competitive nuclear power...seems achievable 
in the foreseeable future.’’ ButGordon Dean, then chair- 
man of the AEC, testified that atomic power had not yet 
‘*been sufficiently developed to be of practical value.’’ 


A controversial section (7b) of the Atomic Energy 
Act calls for a report by the AEC on the ‘‘social, politic- 
al, economic and international effects’’ of industrial uses 
of atomic energy whenever they attain ‘‘practical value."’ 
The Commission cannot issue licenses to use fissionable 
material for the non-military uses contemplated in this 
section until the required report has been before Con- 
gress for 90 days. Former AEC Chairman David Lilien- 
thal has said the section makes possible a Congressional 
‘veto of industrial advancement.”’ 


At the conclusion of the 1953 hearings, Chairman 
W, Sterling Cole (R N.Y.) called on the AEC for an 
interim ‘‘estimate’’ of the social, political, economic and 
international effects of industrial nuclear development, 
The Commission, in its semi-annual report, issued Jan, 
30, 1954, said it had ‘‘prepared an interim report’’ on 
the effects of nuclear power, It has not yet been sent to 
Congress. 


POWER USES RACE 


Though progressing slowly onthe comprehensive re- 
port required by Section 7b, the AEC in October 1953 
took a major step in the development of atomic power. 
It announced its intention to ‘‘construct a full-scale power 
reactor’’ (see box, p. 344). 


The Joint Committee’s hearings had raised four 
major questions which were settled, at least temporarily, 
by the AEC’s decision. These were: Whether to con- 
struct a full-scale or pilot model; whether to build a 
dual-purpose reactor, which would produce plutonium as 
well as power, or a single-purpose, power producing 
reactor; what kind of reactor design to use; and whether 
it should be a government, private industry, or Coopera- 
tive project. 


The AEC’s announcement was made in an Oct, 22 
speech by Commissioner Thomas E, Murray, engineer 
and industrialist. He declared that Russia's achievement 
of a hydrogen explosion presented less danger to the 
free world than would a Soviet announcement ofa ‘‘prac- 
tical industrial nuclear power plant,’’ coupled with an 
offer to share its technical knowledge with other countries 
in return for uranium. 


Countries providing the United States with uranium, 
Murray said, do so because of their reliance on our 
atomic weapons and also because ‘‘they are. banking on 
U.S. know-how and good faith to help them build their 
nuclear power plants of the future.’’ He warned that 
Americans should recognize the ‘‘possibility that power- 
hungry countries will gravitate toward the USSR if it wins 
the nuclear power race, regardless of the aversion they 
have for tyranny.’’ (President Eisenhower, inhis atomic 
message, proposed the ‘‘exchange of ‘restricted data’ on 
the industrial applications of atomic energy’’ with friendly 
countries, as well as the release to them of sufficient 
fissionable material ‘‘for industrial and research use,’’) 
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The proposed reactor, Murray said, would ‘‘pro- 
duce a minimum of 60,000 kilowatts of electrical energy, 
with good possibilities of much higher output. We hope 
to have it in good operation in three to four years.’’ 


The Commission had concluded ‘‘with the help of 
competent interested industrialists’’, he said, that private 
industry was not ready to ‘‘enter aggressively into the 
full-scale power reactor construction and testing stay:c.”’ 
As illustration he cited an offer by General Electric, 
“the Commission's largest reactor operator,’’ to build 
a power plant -- ‘‘but only if the government paid the 
entire bill."’ 


The AEC however, called on private industry to 
“invest risk capital in the building of the steam and tur- 
bine portions, as well as in the operation of the entire 
plant.”’ 


The decision to construct a full-size rather than 
model plant, Murray said, was taken because ‘‘we will 
never know the answer to costs until we build and, still 
more important, until we operate several large-scale 
reactors.’’ ‘The reactor design chosen was the farthest 
developed of those under consideration, Murray said. 
Westinghouse was named the principal contractor for the 
project because of its previous experience with the sys- 
tem, and Rear Admiral Hyman G, Rickover, developer of 
the first atomic submarine, was named to head the project. 


During the Joint Committee’s hearings, and as early 
as 1950, plans had been advanced by private industry for 
the construction of dual-purpose reactors. These were 
formulated on the premise that the government would 
guarantee to buy the plutonium produced by the reactors at 
a specified price over a lengthy period of time. 


Murray’s announcement, however, said that AEC 
reactors were producing enough plutonium for “present 
weapons demand,"’ For that reason, the Commissionde- 
cided to work toward ‘‘the development of nuclear plants 
which are economically independent of government com- 
mitments to purchase plutonium.”’ 


PITTSBURGH UTILITY SIGNS UP 


On March 13 the AEC announced that ithad accepted 
an offer of the Duquesne Light Company of Pittsburgh to 
operate the proposed power plant and market its electrical 
energy. The utility will pay $5 million of the more than 
$30 million the reactor is expected to cost and will pro- 
vide the land on which it will be built, It also will build a 
generating plant to convert the heat from nuclear fission 
into steam for the producticn of power. 


The AEC will provide the enriched uranium to be 
used in the reactor. Partnership with the utility, AEC 
Chairman Lewis L, Strauss says, will save the govern- 
ment about $30 million. Consumers of the nuclear-pro- 
duced power will pay regular rates because of the federal 
subsidy on the plant. There is no expectation, the AEC 
says, that this first plant can produce power at costs 
comparable to conventional furnaces. 


Gordon Dean, announcing in a June 4, 1953, speech 
the first successful operation of a ‘‘breeding’’ reactor 
declared: ‘‘The last remaining technical obstacle is to 
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Reactor: Controlled Bomb 


A nuclear reactor is a machine for containing and 
controlling a fission chain reaction, thereby making 
energy availabie in useful forms. It has been described 
by Dr. Lawrence F, Hafstad of the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission as ‘‘a slowed down and controlled atom bomb 
explosion.’’ 


There are many types of nuclear reactors. The 
uranium-graphite pile in which a chain reaction was 
first achieved in 1942, leading to the atom bomb, is the 
oldest known. A ship-propulsion reactor will run the 
atomic submarine ‘‘ Nautilus.’’ Other reactors ‘‘breed"’ 
fissionable materials, with the goal of producing more 
fissionable material than is consumed in the process, 
and test materials for the development of new reactors. 


The cost of a reactor runs from $1 million to $50 
million or more. Work during fiscal 1954 on ‘‘develop- 
ing improved reactors for industrial nuclear power and 
for naval and aircraft propulsion’’ is expected to cost 








about $150 million, the AEC says. 


learn how to build atomic power plants socheaply that the 
power they produce will be competitive with that from 
conventional fuels. The policy problem that faces us is 
how this cost-cutting job can best be done.”’ He, as well 
as President Eisenhower in the Feb. 17 message, con- 
cluded that private industry was best qualified tocome up 
with the cost-cutting answer. 





The competitive gap between the current projected 
cost of nuclear power vs. conventional power is the 
difference between an estimated $1,000 for each installed 
kilowatt capacity (nuclear) and a maximum $300 (con- 
ventional), The figures cover the cost of building and 
maintaining the plant -- not the cost of the fuel. With 
effective breeding reactors, the cost of nuclear fuel is 
expected to be well below that of the conventional fuels, 
coai and oil. 


It is possible that the United States may never make 
large-scale use of nuclear power; the nation is well en- 
dowed with other resources. But in power-starved areas 
of the world the production of electricity from nuclear 
fission might be economically enticing. 


As in the submarine Nautilus, there already are 
instances where the advantages of a nuclear reactor off- 
set the high cost. Rep. Cole suggested in a speech, Oct. 
29, 1953, that private industry might work profitably on 
small, mobile nuclear power plants. These, he thought, 
could supply power to remote radar warning stations and 
interceptor bases, or provide emergency power for dis- 
aster-struck areas and bombed-out ports in wartime. 


The Administration feels that the changes it wants in 
the Atomic Energy Act, such as permission for private 
industry to own and operate nuclear reactors, with patent 
rights on the production of fissionable material, will 
greatly encourage free enterprise in the nuclear power 
field. Closed-door hearings onthe President's proposals 
have been started by the Joint Committee, with public 
hearings scheduled to follow them. 
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RECIPROCAL TRADE FIGHT 


Foreign trade lobbies are preparing for another 
stiff fight over extension of reciprocal trade ini954, As 
the President prepares to submit his foreign trade pro- 
gram to Congress and legislators look ahead to debate 
over continuation of the Trade Agreements Act (it expires 
June 12) lobbies are increasingly active. 


Interests critical of the Trade Program are putting 
the finishing touches on a bill to curtail it. 


lobbies on both sides of the trade fence are waging 
community campaigns to enlist citizen support and are 
undertaking stepped-up programs of Congressional con- 
tact. Individuals and groups with an interest in recipro- 
cal trade are visiting the White House and federal 
agencies to bid for support for their respective positions. 


TARIFF BLOC 


The Nation-wide Committee of Agriculture, Industry 
and Labor, a coalition of interests favoring ‘‘adequate’’ 
tariffs, is active on both the Congressional and community 
levels. 


O. R. Strackbein, head of the group, said the curtail- 
ment bill soon to be introduced wil! be based on an eight- 
point program which the Committee sponsors 48 an al- 
ternative to reciprocal trade. This program advocates, 
among other things, that the Trade Agreements Act be 
allowed to die in June and that ‘‘Congress should repos- 
sess its Constitutional responsibility for regulating com- 
merce,”’ 

The Committee is currently mailing out literature, 
some of which was prepared bya public relations agency, 
Selvage, Lee & Chase, 


‘With us the tariff is still the principal instrument 
of protection,’’ says Strackbein. ‘‘To resume its dis- 
mantling at this time would be the same as walking blind- 
folded into unexplored ground...Import quotas should be 
adopted as a supplement to or, in some instances, a sub- 
stitute for the tariff.’’ 


Across the nation, the Committee is seeking support 
at the community level. On March 17, Strackbein at- 
tended a meeting in Los Angeles at which spokesmen for 
tuna, wine, almond and other interests discussed methods 
of developing a closely-integrated West Coast drive for 
‘‘adequate tariffs.’’ Strackbein told CQ March 18 that 
a similar campaign is underway in New England. 


Another official, ex-Rep. Thomas Pickett (D Tex., 
1945-52), a director of the Foreign Oil Policy Committee 
which is a member of Strackbein's group, said that FOPC 
is ready to “put up a bigger fight this year than in 1953°" 
for a quota on residual oil imports. 


In New York the American Tariff League is pre- 
paring an all-out effort to convince Congress that it 
should legislate ‘‘tariffs which roughly equalize differen- 
tials in wage costs here and abroad."’ 


FOR RECIPROCAL TRADE 


An increasingly important role in the drive for ex- 
tension of the Trade Agreements Act is being assumed 
by a new group, the Committee for a National Trade 
Policy (CQ Weekly Report, p. 281). The Committee is 
cooperating in the legislative and informational activities 
of more than 60 national organizations representing labor, 
agriculture, industry and other interests which advocate 
lowering of trade barriers. 


Top Committee officials (chairman, John S, Coleman, 
head of Burroughs Corporation; president, Charles P, 
Taft, Ohio lawyer and brother of the late Senator) are 
promoting a nine-point program designed to extend and 
liberalize present trade laws. 


This program proposes, in part, a five-year extension 
of reciprocal trade, customs simplification, repeai of the 
“‘Buy American’’ legislation, and assistance to industries 
and communities to facilitate their adjustment to dislo- 
cations caused by reductions it import restrictions, 


The Committee is currently giving wide circulation 
to a new pamphlet, ‘‘Lower the Barriers to International 
Trade,’’ This summarizes the official positions of 5C 
national groups now campaigning for liberalized trade. 


Among these organizations: American Bankers 
Association, American Farm Bureau Federation, Ameri- 
can Veterans Committee, Chamber of Commerce of the 
U.S., American Association of University Women, Ameri- 
can Federation of labor, National Grange, National 
Farmers Union, National Council of Churches of Christ 
in America, National Foreign Trade Council, and U.S, 
Council, International Chamber of Commerce. 


The National Committee for Import Development, 
with which CNTP actively cooperates, is stepping up an 
educational campaign for extension of the trade act, NCID 
is headed by Harry S, Radcliffe, a New York trade official. 


Other supporters of increased trade are cooperating 
with the Coleman Committee in an extensive program of 
community information, This includes foreign trade fairs, 
local meetings, and newspaper publicity emphasizing the 
importance of foreign trade to each area. 
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New Federation Seeks... 


10 PER CENT LIMIT ON TAXES 


“‘Limit federal taxing powers through Constitutional 
amendment!’’ That's the battle-cry of a groupnow being 
established as a realty-professional-small business coa- 
lition for legislative action. 


The American Real Property Federation was formed 
last January, and its members are pressing for legislation 
this session toward a Constitutional amendment to limit 
governmental tax authority. 


One prime mover in the Federation is its secretary, 
Herbert U, Nelson, executive vice president of the National 
Association of Real Estate Boards, Federation offices are 
located in NAREB headquarters at 1737 K St., N.W., in 
Washington, 


10 PER CENT CEILING 
Nelson told CQ March 15 that the Federation ‘‘will 
work to limit federal taxing and spending to 10 per cent 
of national income.’’ Under its plan, he added a three- 
fourths vote of Senate and House would be required before 
government officials could exceed this limit. 


Nelson said the new group will also press for guaran- 
tees that citizens ‘‘will not be deprived of property rights 
because of discriminatory measures such as rent con- 
trol.’’ In addition, it will wage a slum-clearance cam- 
paign. 


Ite officials say the Federation is an outgrowth of 
another organization, the National Committee to Limit 
Federal Taxing Power, which Nelson and others formed in 
1950, This group has worked to limit federal taxing au- 
thority and decentralize federal powers. Nelson told CQ 
that it has been ‘‘absorbed’’ into the new Federation. 


Some of the founders of the old Committee were affi- 
liated with the American Medical Association, National 
Home Owners Property Foundation, Committee for Con- 
stitutional Government, Conference of American Small 
Business Organizations, National Tax Equality Asso- 
ciation, National Retail Dry Goods Association, and 
Friends of the American Constitution. Representatives 
of most of these groups also hold key spots in the new 
Federation, 


On the Federation's board of directors, for example, 
is Rep. Ralph W, Gwinn (R N.Y.), a frequent contributor 
to ‘‘Spotlight,’’ published by the Committee for Constitu- 
tional Government. Gwinn is said to have been active in 
the old Committee from its inception, Last Feb. 2, he 
said in a newsletter: ‘‘ Experience shows that if Congress 
has the money or power to collect more taxes, it will 
spend whatever it has...The only way therefore is for 
Congress to deprive itself of spending power, deprive it- 
self of the taxes first."’ 





Dr, Joseph W, Seay, Falls Church, Va., realtor, ex- 
chairman of the Committee, is now a director of the 
Federation. Seay is a former executive director of 
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National Home & Property Owners Foundation and past 
president of Optimists International. 


Chairman of the new Federation is Charles B, 
Shattuck, Los Angeles, immediate past president of 
NAREB, Two vice presidents have consistently ad- 
vocated tax-power limitation. They are screen star 
Corinne Griffith and Chester Davis, Chicago trust com- 
pany executive. 


Seay told CQ March 12 that the Federation was 
formed to take over the old Committee, because the drive 
to limit taxing powers ‘‘needed additional capital and 
membership, and to cover additional territory...We don’t 
have any trouble drumming up money. Contributions 
began pouring into the office as soon as the group was 
officially formed.”’ 


In the new organization, dues for individuals and 
corporations were set at a minimum of $10 annually. 
Affiliated associations will pay yearly dues at the rate of 
25 cents perconstituent member, with a minimum of $5 
and a maximum of $100. 


The Federation’s over-all goal -- limitation of 
federal taxing powers -- is one other organizations have 
been trying unsuccessfully to attain for 16 years, 


A campaign was started in 1938 by the privately 
financed American Taxpayers Association to limit the 
amount of money the federal government can collect and 
keep to 25 per cent of individual income. Objective of 
this drive has been to line up a Constitutional majority 
of the states -- 32 -- and to force Congress to call a 
Constitutional convention that would fix the mandatory tax 
ceiling. It encountered opposition from labor groups. 


PLANS DIFFER 


Both ATA and the Western Tax Council are renewing 
this campaign. However, there are apparently important 
differences between their plans and methods and those 
of the new Federation. 


‘‘By limiting federal taxing powers to a fixed per- 
centage of national, rather than individual income, 
Nelson’s plan would go a great deal farther than ours, 
We don’t see how it could work,’’ Daniel E, Casey, head 
of ATA’s Washington office, told CQ March 17. Nelson 
on the other hand, contends that a 25 per cent limit on 
individual incomes ‘‘doesn’t go far enough.”’ 


The new Federation will seek a constitutional con- 
vention either through an amendment approved by two- 
thirds of each House and ratified by three-fourths of 
the states, or by having two-thirds of the state legisla- 
tures ask Congress to call such a convention, 





LOBBYIST REGISTRATIONS 


Key: (R)=—registrant. (E)—-employer, client. 
(1.1) legislative interest. (PR)==previous 
registration. (S)=—=salary. (X)=—-expenses. 


An agent representing the interests of an association 


concerned with ‘Arizona water interests’’ was among the 
13 registrants filing March 5-15 under the Federal Regu- 


latio 
(R) 


(1) 
(1.1) 


(PR) 
(S) 


(R) 


(1.1) 


(PR) 
(X) 
(R) 


(E) 


(PR) 
(R) 
(FE) 


(11) 
(PR) 


n of lobbying Act. 


JESSE LL. KIRK, Klamath Agency, Oregon, Filed 
3/12/54. 

Klamath Tribe of Indians, Klamath Agency. 
All legislation relating to Indians, particularly 
S 2745 and HIR 7320--bills to provide for the 
termination of federal supervision over property 
and individuals of the Klamath Tribe. 

Klamath Tribe of Indians (1947), 

“$15 per day, and $9 per day...when engaged on 
business of the Klamath Tribe.” 





Til: MERCHANTS NATIONAL BANK AND 
TRUST COMPANY OF SYRACUSE, 216 South 
Warren Strect, Syracuse, N.Y. Filed 3/12/54. 
Discontinuance of the Postal Savings System; 
refund of earnings to member banks of the 
Federal Reserve System based on the mainte- 
nance of reserves requirement of the FRS. 
(For agent's registration, see CQ Weekly Report, 
p. 311.) 


$500 travel and maintenance expenses for agent 


ARVIN E, UPTON, 1826 Jefferson Place, N.W., 
Washington 6, D, C, Filed 3/12/54. 

St. Regis Paper Company, 230 Park Ave., N.Y., 
ea 





l_egislation to authorize the Secretary of defense 
to execute and deliver a deed to the St. Regis 
Paper Company conveying certain rights in New 
York real property. 

$25 per hour. 


JOEL BARLOW, 70L Union Trust Building, 
Washington 5, D.C. (lLawyer.) Filed 3/12/54. 
Phe Hudson Bay Mining and Smelting Company, 
Limited, 500 Royal Bank Building, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. 

General revenue revision bill (HR 8300) and 
proposals to have exclusions and credits cx- 
tended to dividends received from corporations 
organized in foreign countries. 

(See CQ Weekly Report, pp. 311, 212.) 





JOHN T. SAPIENZA, 701 Union Trust Building, 
Washington 5, D.C, Filed 3/12/54. 

Same as Barlow registration above. 

(Same as Barlow registration) 

National Association of Mutual Savings Banks 
(1950), International Nickel Company of Canada 
(1954). (See CQ Weekly Report, pp. 311, 212.) 


DAVID F. BRINEGAR, 510 Goodrich Building, 
Phoenix, Ariz. Filed 3/11/54. 

Central Arizona Project Association, 510Good- 
rich Building, Phoenix. 





(BE) 
(LI) 


(PR) 
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Central Arizona Project and other water interests 
Central Arizona Project Association (1949), 
$100 quarterly. 


LA ROE, WINN & MOERMAN, 743 Investment 
Building, Washington 5, D.C, (Law Firm.) Filed 
3/11/54. 

Waterways Council to Oppose Regulation Ex- 
tension, Investment Building, Washington, (An 
association of water Carriers.) | 
Opposed to legislation to extend application of 
Interstate Commerce Act to cover water| car- 
riers on inland waterways presently exemptfrom 
regulation. 





Washington 5, D.C, (Lawyer.) Filed 3/1@/54, 
Philippine-American War Damage Claim 
Bowen Building, Washington, 

Hi J Res 320 to authorize $100 million for) ad- 
ditional war damage payments inthe Philippines. 
Philippine Steam Navigation Company and Cbm- 
pania Maritima, both Manila, P,I, (1952-53454), 
(See CQ Weekly Report, p. 245.) ] 


JOHN A, O'DONNELL, 830 Bowen s7ig/s4 


nts, 





| 
RUFUS G, POOLE, 1625 K St., N.W., Washington 
6, D.C. (Lawyer), Filed 3/10/54. 
National Automobile Dealers Association, 1026 
17th St., N.W., Washington, (Trade associatipn), 
Legislation affecting retail automobile and truck 
dealers. 
(See CQ Weekly Report, p. 279.) | 
} 





GORDON DICKIE, Keshena, Wis, (Official d¢le- 
gate of the Menominee Tribe.) Filed 3/10/54, 
Menominee Tribe of Indians, Menominee Indian 
Agency, Keshena, 

Legislation relating to Indian tribes. 
Menominee Tribe of Indians (1951), 

“Salary while on actual business in Washington, 
D. C., of $16 per day, and $9 per diem,"’ 





JOHN A, KILLICK, 740 - Lith St., N.W., Wash- 
ington, D, C, Filed 3/9/54. 

The National Independent Meat Packers Asso- 
ciation, 740 - Lith St., N.W., Washington, (Trade 
association. ) 

General interest in legislation affecting meat 
packing industry. 

$500 is portion of salary received for legislative 
matters. 


THE SENATOR TOBEY FIGHT CANCER FUND, 
18 School St., Concord, N.H, (An organization 
to encourage cancer research.) Filed 3/8/54. 
Desires Congressional investigation of the ‘‘ob- 
stacles placed in the paths’’ of independent 
cancer researchers, 


JACOB I, CHARNEY, (Lawyer.) Filed 3/5/54. 
Nordlinger, Riegelman, Benetar & Charney,420 
Lexington Ave., New York, N.Y. (Law firm.) 
Redevelopment of the southwest section of 
Washington, D, C, 
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COMMITTEE TESTIMONY 


These representatives of national organizations were 
among those who testified before Congressional com- 
mittees March 12-17. Subjects, date, organizational 
background, and committee or subcommittee are indi- 
cated, 


SENATE 


FARM PROGRAM, Committee on Agriculture and 
Forestry. March 12: Floyd S. Elliott, Asa Willis, 
United Livestock Producers Ass'n (1,262 members); 
David C, Turner, Cattle Producers’ Price Support Ass'n; 
on livestock price supports. Jay Taylor, president, Don 
Collins, John Marble, American National Cattlemen's 
Ass'n (over 100,000 members, 23 states); endorsed 
5 3052, ‘‘to encourage stable agriculture,”’ 

March 15: RussellS. Waltz, president, E, M, Norton, 
Walter P, Cotton, National Milk Producers Federation; 
outlined proposed self-help program for stabilizing dairy 
prices, (Federation includes 460,000 farm families in 46 
states, Headquarters: Washington, D, C,) 

March 16: R, H, Farr, American Butter Institute; 
E, W., Gaumnitz, National Cheese Institute; Robert J. 
Remaley, American Dry Milk Institute; W. A, Wentworth, 
Dairy Industry Committee (eight national dairy producers’ 
associations; HQ: Wash., D.C.; Chairman, R, S, Jones); 
Otie M, Reed, National Creameries Ass'n; reviewed dairy 
situation, : 























HOUSING, Committee on Banking and Currency. 
March 15. Norman P, Mason, U.S. Chamber of Com- 
merce; in favor of S 2938, Administration housing bill 
(Chamber has 3,000 trade association members; HQ: 
Wash., D,C,; President: Richard L., Bowditch), John A, 
Reilly, American Bankers Ass'n; favored bill, with 
amendments, (ABA has 16,500 members; Headquarters: 
Wash.,, D.C.; President: Everett D, Reese), 

March 16: William A, Clarke, president, Mortgage 
Bankers Ass'n of America; favored changes in bill’s 
financing provisions (MBA has 21,000 members; HQ: 
Chicago, I[ll.). Joseph H, Ehlers, American Society of 
Civil Engineers (37,000 members, 80 local sections; 
HQ: New York City; President: Daniel Terrell); 
recommended public works programs be assigned to 
Department of Health, Education and Welfare. 

















EXCISE TAX, Committee on Finance, March 15: 
H, G. Blakesbee, National Electric Manufacturers Ass'n; 
Glen McDaniel, president, Radio-Electronics-TV Manu- 





March 16: J, Carter Fort, Association of American 
Railroads (197 member units; HQ: Washington, D. C.; 
President: William T. Faricy); William HI, Ou, Jr., 
National Industrial Traffic League (1,750 company mem- 








bers; HQ: Washington, D, C,; President: Andrew H., 
Brown); John V, Culler, National Conference for Kepeal 
of Tax on Transportation; All for repeal of transporta- 











facturers Ass'n, (375 manufacturing companies; HQ: 
Wash., D. C.); advocated manufacturers’ excise tax on 
radios, TV <9 oe reduced from 10 to7 per cent. Peter 
R, Nehemkis, 

ers Ass'n, (33 pct _ company members; io: Chicago; 
President: Homer Reeve); repeal of excise tax on home 
laundry appliances. Oliver F, Fancey, National Screw 
Machine Products Ass'n. (300 companies doing 65 per 
cent of production; HQ: Cleveland; President; A, W. 
Bonner); exempt cutting oils from excise tax on lubri- 
cating oils. C, W. Halligan, Rubber Manufacturers 











tion excise tax, 

John Canelli, National Bowling Council (HQ: Law- 
rence, Mass.; President: Roy Hardy); reduction of bowling 
tax. Carl Carlson, Cigar Manufacturers Association; 
Robert M, Burr, National Electric Manufacturers Asso- 


ciation; excise tax relicf. 











HOUSE 


HOUSING, Committee on Banking and Currency, 
March 12: Fo ‘ollowing testified on IIR 7839, Administration 
housing bill: Carroll M, Shanks, Life Insurance Ass'n 
(250 companies; HQ: New York City; President: [Louis 
Dawson); John G. Jewett, American Life Convention (250 
companies; HQ: Chicago; President: Ralph R, Louns- 
bury); Karl M, Johnson, American Hotel Ass'n (6,000 
hotels, 54 state chapters; HQ: New York City; President: 
Albert Pick, Jr.); M.K.M. Murphy, U.S. Savings & Loan 
League (4,100 members doing 90 per cent of business; 
HQ: Chicago; President: Norman Strunk); II.R. Northrup, 
National Retail Lumber Dealers Ass'n (27,000 members, 
32 state chapters; HQ: Wash.,D.C.; President: Henry J. 
Munnerlyn); Ira S, Robbins, president, Edward Barry, 
National Housing Conference (3-4,000 individuals and or- 
ganizations; HQ: New York City). 

March 15: R, G. Hughes, president, National Ass’‘n 
of Home Builders (29,000 members; HQ: Wash., D.C.); 


Rt. Rev. Msgr. John O’Grady, National ¢ ( eanatie Welfare 


Conference; Wallace Campbell, Cooperative | eague of 
U,S,A, (2,000,000 farm families; HQ: Chicago; President: 
Murray D, Lincoln), 

March 16: Wilbur C, Daniel, American legion 























(3,000,000 members; HQ: Wash., D.C,: National Com- 
mander: Arthur J, Connell); Adin M, Downer, Veterans 
of Foreign Wars (1,250,000 veterans; HQ: Wash., D.C.; 
National Commander : Wayne E, Richards); Charles 
Foster, Disabled American Veterans (186,000 members; 
HQ: Wash., D.C.: President: Howard Watt); Bernard 
Weitzer, Jewish War Veterans (100,000 veterans; HQ: 
Wash., D.C,: President: Harry T, Madison); Clair W. 
Ditchy, American Institute of Architects. 











Committee on Veterans’ 


YETERANS HOSPITALS, 
Affairs, Subcommittee on Hospitals, March 15: Following 





testified on HR 633, 2862 and 7474, to create Federal 
Board of Hospitalization: Miles D, Kennedy, T. O, 
Kraabel, Dr. H, D. Shapiro, American Legion: George H. 
Ijams, Veterans of Foreign Wars; Charles Foster, Dis- 
abled American Veterans; John Holden, American Veter- 


ans of World War II (100,000 veterans; HQ: Wash., D.C, 
National Commander: Henry J, Mahady). 





FARM PROGRAM, Committee 
March 16: Allan B, Kline, president, American Farm 


on Agriculture. 








Bureau Federation (1,750,000 farm families; HQ: Chica- 





Ass'n (170 companies doing 88 per cent of production; 
HQ: New York City; President: A, L. Viles); reduce 
excise tax on tires. 
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go); discussed Administration’s proposed long-range 
farm program. 








floor 


action 





Ka (MARCH 12-18) 








IN THIS SECTION .... 


Tax Revision 

Civil Functions Appropriation 
Natural Gas Amendment 
Statehood 

Mexican Labor Funds... . 








TAX REVISION 


After two days of debate, the House March 18 
passed on a 339-80 roll-call vote, the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1954 (HR 8300), to revise many of the nation’s 
tax laws and provide $1,397,000,000 in tax relief for 
business and individuals in fiscal 1955. (For voting, 
see chart page 352.) 


Passage followed House rejection, on a 204-210 
roll-call vote, of a Democratic attempt to eliminate a 
provision granting tax cuts on the dividend income of 
stockholders, and to substitute instead a proposal to 
— the present personal income tax exemption by 

100. 


The boost from $600 to $700 in the personal exempt- 
ion would have meant an estimated $2.4 billion revenue 
loss for the government each year. Three Democratic 
leaders in Congress went on television March 16 to out- 
line and defend their plan for getting the exemption in- 
crease. On March 15 the President had made a tele- 
vision speech defending the tax bill and opposing any 
boost in the personal exemption. (See pages 363, 365.) 


The measure went to the Senate as it had been re- 
ported from the House Ways and Means Committee 
March 9 with one minor exception. A Committee amend- 
ment dealing with dual deductions in the case of charity 
trusts was adopted by voice vote March 18. The bill 
was handled under a closed rule (H Res 473) that pro- 
vided for debate and allowed a recommittal motion, but 
limited amendments to those offered at the direction of 
the Ways and Means Committee. 


PROVISIONS 


The 875-page tax bill would provide $778 million 
in tax relief for individuals, and $619 million in tax 
cuts for business. It would also extend for one year the 
present maximum 52 per cent tax rate on corporation 
income which would otherwise drop to 47 per cent on 
April 1, 1954. (For detailed provisions, see CQ Weekly 
Report, pp. 321-2). 


Chairman Daniel A. Reed (R N.Y.) of the House 
Ways and Means Committee opened debate March 117 by 
saying the bill was ‘‘not the place for personal income 
tax reduction.’’ He said ‘‘the Democratic proposal bor- 
ders on the irresponsible ,’’ and would ‘‘utterly destroy 
the government’s financial stability.’’ 





Copy 


gh 


Rep. William H. Ayres (R Ohio) told the House he 
had changed his mind about a hike in the exemption 
after listening to the Democratic leaders on television 
because he ‘‘began to see then that the Democratic 


move was just politics.’’ 


During March 18 debate, House Democratic leader 
Sam Rayburn (Texas) charged the bill was ‘‘written to 
carry out the campaign pledges and campaign promises 
to some big contributors’’ to the Republican Party in the 
1952 elections. 


House GOP leader Charles A. Halleck (R Ind.) 
said ‘‘We cannot afford any more tax reduction at this 
time than we already have provided. But I promise you 
that, just as soon as we can get the costs of govern- 
ment down...and if we can give the American people 
more tax relief, we will do so.’’ 


RECOMMITTAL MOTION 


When debate ended, Rep. Jere Cooper (D Tenn.) 
offered a motion to recommit the bill with instructions 
to strike out the amendment to cut the taxes the individ- 
ual stockholder pays on dividend income and to substi- 
tute an amendment increasing the personal income tax 
exemption of each taxpayer and dependent from the 
present $600 to $700. The motion was rejected on a 
204-210 roll call. Republicans split 10 for, 201 against 
recommittal. Democrats voted 193 for, 9 against. 


The dividend proposal is designed to provide relief 
from ‘‘double’’ taxation of corporation profits by allow- 
ing the stockholder receiving dividends to exclude $50 
the first year and $100 in subsequent years from the 
total income on which he pays taxes. He also could take 
a five per cent tax credit the first year and a 10 per cent 
credit after that on remaining taxable dividend income. 


The dividend exclusion and credit amendment, which 
President Eisenhower favored, would mean a $240 mil- 
lion revenue loss for the government in fiscal 1955, and 
as much as $850 million when it became fully effective. 


Democrats argued that only a smail portion of the 
taxpayers owned stock and would benefit from this 
amendment. Republicans said it would encourage pur- 
chase of stocks and eliminate double taxation. 


Following rejection of the recommittal motion, the 
House passed the tax revision bill on the 339-80 roll call. 


CIVIL FUNCTIONS 


After two days of debate, the House March 16 
passed by voice vote, without amendment, the $430,983 700 
Army Civil Functions Appropriation bill (HR 8367) for 
fiscal 1955. 


The House-approved total was the amount recom- 
mended by the House Appropriations Committee March 
11 (CQ Weekly Report, p. 323). But it was $34,176,300 
less than President Eisenhower requested for the fiscal 
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year beginning July 1, 1954, and $10,609,900 under 
comparable fiscal 1954 appropriations. 


As it was sent to the Senate, the bill carried the 
following money provisions: 


Quartermaster Corps, cemeterial 
expenses 

Corps of Engineers, (rivers, and 
harbors, and flood control) 
General investigations 
Construction 
Operation & maintenance 
General expenses 
Mississippi River and 

tributaries 

Niagara remedial works 

Panama Canal Zone 


$ 5,445,700 


2,410,000 
278,777,000 
72,660,000 
9,288,000 


45,200,000 
2,000,000 
15,203,000 
$430 983,700 


In addition, the bill allotted $5,134,000 for the U.S. 
Soldiers’ Home, to be obtained from the Soldiers’ Home 
fund. 


Included in the bill were major appropriations of 
$27 million for construction on the Chief Joseph Dam in 
Washington, $29 million for work on The Dalles lock 
and dam in Oregon and Washington, and $24 million each 
for construction on the Garrison Reservoir, North Dakota 
and the McNary lock and dam, Oregon and Washington. 


During House consideration of the measure March 
15, Rep. Glenn R. Davis (R Wis.), Chairman of the 
House Appropriations Subcommittee on Civil Functions, 
described the bill as a ‘“‘sensible piece of legislative 


appropriation.’’ 


Two amendments were offered March 16, each de- 
signed to increase construction funds in the bill. Both 
were rejected by voice votes, and the House went on to 
approve the bill, also by voice vote. 


AMENDMENTS REJECTED 
Brent Spence (D Ky.) -- Provide an additional 


$300,000 for construction of a flood wall at Maysville, 
Ky. Voice. 


Fred E. Busbey (R Ill.) -- Appropriate $5 million 


for construction work on the Calumet-Sag Channel be- 
tween Lake Michigan and the Illinois River. Voice. 


NATURAL GAS AMENDMENT 


The Senate March 15 approved and sent to the 
White House a bill (HR 5976) prohibiting the Federal 
Power Commission from regulating utilities which 
transport natural gas within state boundaries, if the 
state in question desires jurisdiction in regulation. 


The bill was approved by voice vote, after a move 
to recommit with instructions to hold hearings on the 
measure was defeated on a 25-52 roll-call vote. (For 
voting, see chart, page 354.) 


The motion was offered by Sen. Wayne Morse (I 
Ore.) who said the Interstate and Foreign Commerce 


Copyright 1954 Congressronal 
Quarterly News Features 


PAGE 350 








Quorum Calls 


During debate un HR 5976, to amend the Natural 
Gas Act, the Senate March 12 twice asked its Sergeant- 
at-Arms to round up a quorum. 


When a Senator suggests the ‘‘absence of a quorum,” 
the presiding officer directs the Clerk to ‘‘call the roll.” 
The Senate cannot again transact business until at least 
48 Senators answer when their names are called. 








Committee had held no hearings, and that a House com- 
mittee held only a one-day hearing. The bill was ap- 
proved by the House in 1953. (CQ Almanac, Vol. IX, 
1953, p. 455. 


Debate on the measure began March 12. It was 
opposed in speeches by Sens. Morse, Paul H. Douglas 
(D Il.) and Thomas A. Burke ( Ohio). Burke contended 
the measure, if enacted, would cost consumers ‘‘ millions” 
of dollars. Douglas argued it would tie the hands of the 
FPC with respect to intra-state firms who claim regu- 
lation by a state commission. 








Three past attempts to amend the Act along similar 
lines failed. In 1948 (CQ Almanac, Vol. IV, 1948, p. 355) 
and 1952 (CQ Almanac, Vol. VITI, 1952, p. 845), the 
measures passed one house only. In 1950, former 
President Truman vetoed a natural gas bill. (CQ Alma- 
nac, Vol. VI, 1950, p. 598.) 


AMENDMENT REJECTED 
(March 15) 

Paul H. Douglas (D Ill.) -- Exempt from federal 
regulation lines to local distributors selling gas directly 
to consumers, and in the New York metropolitan area. 
Voice. 


STATEHOOD 


The Senate continued debate on an amended bill (S 
49) to give statehood to both Hawaii and Alaska. (CQ 
Weekly Report, p. 314-5.) From time to time it was 
put aside tu permit action on other measures. 


An amendment to S 49 was offered March 17 by Sen. 
A. S. Mike Monroney (D Okla.) for himself and three 


others. It would grant commonwealth status to the two 
Territories. 


As commonwealths, they would be relieved of paying 
federal taxes. They could elect their governors and 
judges and, as at present, their legislators. 


In debate March 16, James O. Eastland (D Miss.) 
said statehood for Hawaii would ‘‘give Harry Bridges 
two U.S. Senators.’’ He added that he was prepared to 
speak for ‘‘three or four days”’ on alleged Communist 
influence in the Island Territory. Commenting ona 
letter by Attorney General Herbert Brownell, Jr., 
recommending statehood, Eastland said that Brownell 
was ‘‘fishing for two additional Senators.’’ 





OPEN WAY FOR OTHERS ? 


Sen. George W. Malone (R Nev.) said his basic ob- 
jection to statehood for either Territory was that the 
areas were non-contiguous to the U.S. He said admis- 
sion of either or both would open the way for admission 
of areas such as Newfoundland, Australia and New 
Zealand. 





Majority leader William F. Knowland (R Calif.) 
March 17 read a letter from Howard K. Hoddick, former 
U.S. District Judge in Hawaii, saying the people of the 
Islands are ‘‘alert to the danger (of communism)’’ and 
have taken ‘‘more than adequate steps to contain (it.)’’ 


Sen. Price Daniel (D Tex.) said it would be ‘‘a mis- 
take’’ to grant statehood for four reasons: 


The nearest Hawaiian Island is more than 2,000 
miles from the U.S. West Coast 

Admission would ‘‘seriously dilute’’ present states’ 
Congressional representation 

Charges of Communist influence in(Hawaii) have 
‘‘not been thoroughly investigated’’ 

Commonwealth status would give the Territories 
more advantages than under statehood, and would help 
development of the Territories’ economies. 


Sen. John C. Stennis (D Miss.) said March 18 that 
statehood for Hawaii would open the way toward plating 
a Communist on the Foreign Relations Committee. He 
said the ‘‘chief focal point’’ for the “ rising tide of Asiatic 
communism’? will be Hawaii. 





Delegate Joseph Farrington (R Hawaii) said Hawaii 
would ask for a $1.6 billion tax refund if the Territory 
were given Commonwealth status, which he called 
‘‘phony”’ and “second-class citizenship.’’ Farrington 
estimated that that amount of federal income tax had 
been collected in the Island Territory since 1900. 


MEXICAN LABOR FUNDS 


The Senate March 15 gave voice vote approval to 
legislation (H J Res 461) appropriating $542,000 for the 
Department of Labor’s Mexican Farm Labor Program 
in fiscal 1954. 


The Senate Appropriations Committee March 12 had 
recommended (S Rept. 1063) $478,000 -- the amount voted 
by the House March 11. On the Senate floor March 15, 
Sen. Lyndon B. Johnson (D Texas) proposed the higher 


appropriation of $542,000, and the Senate agreed to his 
amendment by voice vote. 


Following voice vote adoption of the resdlution, the 
Senate requested a conference with the House to adjust 
the difference in the two versions. 


AMENDMENT AGREED TO 
Lyndon B. Johnson (D Texas) -- Appropriate $542,000 


instead of recommended $478,000 for the Mexican Farm 
Labor Program. Voice. 








The Roll-Cal! Votes 


Two top roll-call votes in the March 12 - 18 period 
upheld the Administration’s tax-revision program, A 
third roll call cleared the way for relaxing federal regu- 
lation of natural gas. These three votes are charted on 
the three following pages. 


Democrats led an attempt to defeat the Adminis- 
tration’s proposal for granting income-tax credits to 
recipients of stock dividends, and to substitute a pro- 
vision to boost individual exemptions from $600 to $700, 
They failed March 18, as the House rejected, 204-210, 
a motion to recommit the bill with instructions to make 
the substitution. The House then passed the omnibus 
revision bill, 339-80. (See story, page 349; vote chart, 
page 352.) 


The Senate March 15 rejected, 25-52, a motion to 
recommit the natural gas bill, and proceeded to pass 
the measure by voice vote. The bill would exempt from 
federal regulation under the Natural Gas Act dealers 
who transport or sell gas which is consumed within the 
state where received. (See story, page 351; vote chart, 
page 354.) 


— ——— 








—__ 





FCC AMENDMENTS 


The Senate March 12 approved by voice votes and 
sent to the White House three bills to amend the Federai 
Communications Act of 1984. They were: 

HR 4557, to simplify procedure for obtaining 
licenses to pperate certain radio stations 

HR 4558, to extend to 30 days the time within which 
the FCC could act on protests arising from FCC radio 
authorization 

HR 4559 to make a first violation of the Act a mis- 
demeanor instead of a felony. 


FLORIDA-ALABAMA 


The House passed by voice vote and sent to the 
Senate March 15 legislation (H J Res 347) to give the 
consent of Congress to establishment of a permanent 
boundary line between Florida and Alabama in the vicin- 
ity of the Perdido River. In past years the river has 
shifted, changing the boundary line. 


CONFIRMATIONS 
The Senate has confirmed the following nominations: 


Archie A. Alexander of lowa, governor, Virgin 
Islands, March 12 

J. Ernest Wilkins of Illinois, Assistant Secretary of 
Labor, March 12 

Don N. Laramore of Indiana, judge, U.S. Court of 
Claims, March 16 

David McK. Key of Connecticut, Assistant Secretary 
of State, March 17. 

NOMINATIONS 
President Eisenhower has nominated: 


Thomas J. Herbert of Ohio, reappointment, member, 
Subversive Activities Control Board, March 18. 
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House Votes: Taxes 


11. Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (HR 8300). Make for it a provision increasing the personal income tax 
general revisions in the internal revenue laws of the exemption from $600 to $700. Rejected 204-210, 


United States. COOPER (D Tenn.) motion to recommit March 18. (See story, page 349.) 

bill to the House Ways and Means Committee with in- 

structions to eliminate the provision granting tax cuts 12. Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (HR 8300). Passage of 
on the dividend income of stockholders and substitute bill. Passed, 339-80, March 18. 
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*Reps. O’Brien and O'Hara (Ill.) both told CQ that their votes are correc: 
PAGE 352 as carried on this chart and that the roll call on page 3360 of the March 18 
Congressional Record will be so corrected. 
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— Not a Member when this vote was taken. 
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Senate Vote: Natural Gas 


22. Natural Gas Amendment (HR 5976). Amend the Natural Gas Act to exempt from 
it persons transporting or selling natural gas, if such gas is ultimately consumed 
within the state where received. MORSE (I Ore.) amendment to recommit bill to 
the Senate Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee with instructions that 
hearings be held. Rejected, 25-52, March 15. (See story, p. 350.) 


RECORD VOTES DEC LARED STANDS 
FOR; Y (yea) J Announced For, Paired For, CQ Poll For. 
AGAINST: N (nay) X Announced Against, Paired Against, CQ Poll Against. 


NOT RECORDED: ? Absent, General Pair, ‘‘Present,’’ Did not announce 
or answer CQ Poll. 


:— Not a Member when this vote was taken. 
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From The Committees 


CONSERVATION PAYMENTS TESTS ARE BREWING 


More than a third of the Eisenhower Administra- 
tion’s $696 million Agriculture Department budget, 
which Congress is getting set to debate, will go for just 
two programs--the only ones under which the Depart- 
ment makes direct cash payments to individual farmers 
without any material return. 


But Members of Congress in the past have said the 
intangible benefits from these payments were worth the 
cost. One cf the programs is designed to save the 
nation’s soil and water resources, and the other to 
strengthen the U.S. sugar-producing industry. 


The House Appropriations Committee has concluded 
hearings on funds for the Agriculture Department in 
fiscal 1955, and the Senate Agriculture Committee cur- 
rently is holding hearings on a bill (S 3052) which in- 
cludes provision for revising and extending the agricul- 
tural conservation payments program. 


This year, the F resident asked Congress to appro- 
priate $195 million for the conservation paymants pro- 
gram, and $59.6 million to help supplement the income 
of sugar-producers. Inthe 1953 Agriculture Depart- 
ment money bill, Congress appropriated $211,982 ,000 
for the conservation program, and another $59,645,000 
for the sugar program. 


In calendar 1953, the government paid out $181,409,000 
to farmers to help conserve the soil, improve its fer- 
tility and reduce erosion. Another $31,680,000 went to 
sugar producers (under the Sugar Act of 1948) who met 
specified conditions, based on quantity of production, 


DEBATE COMING UP 


When the annual Agriculture Department money bill 
comes up for debate, it will, as usual include funds for 
both these programs. But a controversial item will be 
the advance authorization of payments for the upcoming 
1955 crop year. Actual cash for these payments would be 
provided in next year’s appropriation bill. 


Last year’s advance authorization of $195 million for 
the 1954 crop year was the most debated item in the farm 


money bill. Former President Truman had asked for 
$250 million, while President Eisenhower requested only 
$140 million. Congress compromised on $195 million, 
but not until the issue had been put to a vote six times. 


This year Congress will be debating the conserva- 
tion payments issue on two fronts. The program is 
scheduled to expire Dec. 31, 1954, and President Fisen- 
hower has requested an extension and revision of the 
program to include funds for conservation practices on 
diverted acreage. Legislation (S 3052) to extend the 
program for two years and include the diverted acreage 
provision is pending. 


The President March 17 asked Congress for an ad- 
vance authorization of $250 million for the conservation 
payments program in the 1955 crop year -- $55 million 
of which would be contingent on application of his diverted 
acreage plan. 
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Government Payments To Farmers, 1953 
(IN THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS) 


STATE *Conservation Sugar Act 


1 


4,547 
1,312 
3,454 
3,730 
3,336 
461 
347 
1,990 
4,719 
1,556 
9,283 
5,488 
10,273 
5,937 
6,074 
2,555 
972 
1,149 
547 
4,984 
6,731 
2,673 
10,780 
3,858 
6,207 
259 
451 
791 
1,163 
4,949 
3,926 
5,176 
6,061 
5,327 
1,914 
5,135 
80 ~ 
2,875 _ 
4,993 156 
5,501 on 
11,297 26 
1,632 917 
1,014 ee 
4,261 - 
2,429 1,134 
1,326 -_ 
5,987 168 
__1,899 1,483 


Alabama 
Arizona 
Arkansas 
California 
Colorado 
Connecticut 
Delaware 
Florida 
Georgia 

Idaho 

Illinois 
Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Maine 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Montana 
Nebraska 
Nevada 

New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 
New York 
North Carolina 
North Dakota 
Ohio 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 
Tennessee 
Texas 

Utah 

Vermont 
Virginia 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 


782 


UNITED STATES 181,409 31,680 


Source: Department of Agriculture 


*Payments authorized by soil and domestic allotment 
act of 1936, as amended. 
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IN THIS SECTION 


T aft-Hartley 
Army-McCarthy 
Excise Taxes 
Un-American Activities 
Farm Program 
Niagara Power 

Coffee Investigation 
Appropriations 








Committee Assignments 
TREATIES 


Committee: Special Subcommittee of Senate Foreign 
Relations to consider the following legislation: S 3067, 
to require international agreements to be submitted to 
the Senate; S Res 209, and S Res 217, to provide for a 
study of executive agreements; S J Res 2, to impose 
limitations on executive agreements. 


Assignments: March 16Sens. H. Alexander Smith 
(R_N.J.), Chairman, Alexander Wiley (R Wis.), Bourke 
B. Hickenlooper (R Iowa), Homer Ferguson (R Mich.) 
Walter F. George (D Ga.), Theodore Francis Green (D 
R.1.), J. W. Fulbright (D Ark.) and Mike Mansfield (D 
Mont.). 


SMALL BUSINESS 


Committee. Senate Select Committee on Small 
Business. 

Assignments. Barry Goldwater (R Ariz.) March 15, 
replacing the late Sen. Charles W. Tobey (R N.H.) 


HOUSE ADMINISTRATION 


Committee. House Administration 
Assignment. Wayne L. Hays (D Ohio) March 11 
(H Res 471). 


Action 
NEW MEXICO ELECTION 


Committee: Senate Rules and Administration. 
Action. Reported (S Res 220) March 16. 


Provisions. 

Declare that no person was elected to the Senate 
from New Mexico in 1952, and that a vacancy exists in 
the Senate from that state. 


Background. 

The Privileges and Elections Subcommittee made 
the recommendation March 11. (CQ Weekly Report, p. 
328.) It was adopted by the Rules Committee March 16 
on a party-line 5-4 vote. The Senate March 16 granted 
permission for minority views to be filed as a separate 
document. 
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The Committee defeated, 4-5, an amendment pro- 
posed by senior Democrat Carl Hayden (Ariz.) that 
would have denied the 1952 electoral vote of New Mexico 
(four votes) to President Eisenhower and Vice P resident 


Nixon. 


Other Developments. 

Sen. Dennis Chavez (D), who was certified the winner 
over Major Gen. Patrick Hurley (R), in 1952 declared 
March 16 he was ‘‘most confident’’ of having his election 
upheld by the Senate, where Democrats hold a 48-47 
majority. 


If the Rules report were upheld by the Senate, it 
would be up to Gov. Edwin L. Mecham (R) to appoint a 
Senator to serve until the election in November, 1954. 


TAFT-HARTLEY 


Committee. House Education and Labor. 

Action. Continued review of suggested amendments 
to the (Taft-Hartley) Labor-Management Relations Act 
of 1947. 


Ptovisions Voted. 

Approved (17-3) a provision to give employers the 
right to lock-out employees in a labor dispute. 

Voted (25-0) to rescind action of March 9 which 
would have made it an unfair labor practice for em- 
ployers to refuse to bargain with a ‘‘recognized’’ union. 
(CQ Weekly Report, p. 323.) 


ARMY -McCARTHY 


Committee. Permanent Investigations Subcommittee, 
Senate Government Operations Committee. 


Action. Voted unanimously March 16 to hold open 
hearings, ‘‘to the exclusion of all other hearings,’’ on the 
controversy between its Chairman, Joseph R. McCarthy 
(R Wis.), and Army officials over alleged special treat - 
ment sought for Pvt. G. David Schine, former member 
of the Subcommittee staff. 


Conditions Established. 

All sworn testimony to be taken in public session 

Sen. Karl E. Mundt (RS.D.) to act as Chairman, 
and to employ ‘‘such counsel and staff’’ as he deems 
necessary, the staff to be ‘‘acceptable to and responsible 
to’’ the three Subcommittee Democrats as well as the 
four Republicans. 


Backgrai nd. 

An Army report March 10 said McCarthy and chief 
counsel Roy Cohn used pressure and threats in an effort 
to get special treatment for Schine, now at Camp Gordon, 
Ga. 


Other Developments. 


March 12, McCarthy charged the Army with ‘‘black- 
mail’’ in releasing the report. He told a news conference 
that Army general counsel John G. Adams had told him 
(McCarthy) the report was being prepared and would 





embarass the Subcommittee unless it halted its investi- 
gation of alleged Communist infiltration of the Army. 
(CQ Weekly Report, p. 327.) McCarthy said a Subcom- 
mittee memorandum dated Nov. 6, 1953, showed that 
Stevens suggested ‘‘(the Subcommittee) go after the 
Navy, Air Force and Defense Department instead.’’ 

The memorandum was alleged to have further stated 
that ‘‘Adams...would furnish the leads.’’ 


In a telegram to McCarthy, Stevens March 13 said 
McCarthy knew ‘‘full well’’ he and aides tried to get 
special treatment and a commission for Schine. Adams 
March 12 called the McCarthy ‘‘biackmail’’ charge 
“fantastic and false.’’ (For investigation begun by the 
Senate Armed Services Committee,see page 358.) 


HIGHWAYS 


Committee. Senate Public Works. 

Action. Approved ‘‘clean’’ bill, replacing S 3069, 
March 18. 

Provisions. 

Authorize $1,010,000 ,000 annually in fiscal 1956 and 
1957 for federal highway aid. 

Background. House authorized $875 million annual- 
ly (HR 8127). CQ Weekly Report, pp, 315, 328. 

CONTEMPT CITATIONS 

Committee. Permanent Investigations Subcommittee, 
Senate Government Operations Committee. 

Action. Voted to recommend that the Senate cite for 
contempt Corliss Lamont, Albert Shadowitz and Abraham 
Unger for refusal to answer Subcommittee questions in 
1953. (CQ Weekly Report, p. 29.) 


18-YEAR-OLD VOTE 


Committee. Senate Judiciary. 


Action. Reported SJ Res 53, (S Rept. 1075) March 


Provisions. 

Proposes an amendment to the Constitution granting 
the right to vote to citizens who have attained the age 
of 18. 


SUPREME COURT JUSTICES 


Committee. Senate Judiciary. 
Action. Ordered S J Res 44 reported, March 15. 


Provisions. 

Amend the Constitution to fix the number of Associ- 
ate Justices of the Supreme Court at nine; to require their 
retirement at age 75; to assure the Court’s appellate 
jurisdiction over any Constitutional questim ; to prohibit 
a Justice from serving as President or Vice President 
until five years after the termination of his service as a 
member of the Supreme Court. 


Background. 

The measure was introduced by Sen. John Marshall 
Butler (R Md.) Feb. 16, 1953, to ‘‘fortify the independ- 
ence of the Supreme Court.’’ Hearings were held Janu- 
ary 29, 1954, by the committee. 


Copy 


GOVERNMENT PROBES 


Committee. Senate Judiciary. 

Action. m. Reported S 2308 (S Rept. 1079) March 15 
with an amendment in the nature of a substitute. | 

| 

Provision. Specify that the Attorney General has 
the authority to investigate any criminal violation invplv- 
ing government officers and employees. 

Require that all violations involving government | 
officers and employees shall be reported to the Attorney 
General unless responsibility for such investigation is 
specifically conferred upon the agency itself. 


Reports, Recommendations 


ARMY CONTRACTS 


Committee. Senate Sma!! Business Committee. 

Action. In its annual report, criticized the Army's 
Ordinance Tank and Automotive Center for awarding a 
contract for 5,500 Jow-voltage circuit testers ina 
“highly irregular’’ way. 


JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 


Committee. Senate Judiciary Committee's Subcom- 


mittee on Juvenile Delinquency. 
Report. S Rept. 1064, March 15. 


Findings. U.S. enforcement agencies seize only 
five per cent of the illegal drugs entering the country. 

Federal Bureau of Narcotics has no men in Asia 
or the Far East to stop the flow of illicit drugs. 


New Hearings 


EXCISE TAXES -- The Senate Finance Committee held 

public hearings March 15, 16, and 17 
on the House-approved Excise Tax Reduction Act of 1954 
(HR 8224). (CQ Weekly Report, p. 3:3). 


The measure would reduce to 10 per cent the ex- 
cise taxes on luggage furs, jewelry, toilet articles, 
firearms, admissions, electric light bulbs, transporta- 
tion, sporting goods, photographic equipment, leases on 
safe deposit boxes, mechanical pens, pencils and lighters, 
local telephone calls and telegrams, long distance calls 
and club dues. It would also continue for one year other 
existing excise tax rates scheduled to be reduced April 
1, 1954. 


MARCH 15 -- 

Peter R. Nehemkis, Jr., counsel for the American 
Home Laundry Manufacturers Association, said the bill 
‘‘wraciously allowed the privileged wearers of mink 
coats and diamond bracelets a tax reduction’’ but pro- 
vided no tax cuts on home appliances to help out the 
housewife. 


Glen McDaniel, president of the Radio-Electronics- 
Television Manufacturers’ Association, urged tax re- 
ductions on ‘‘ranges, refrigerators, television sets and 
home laundry equipment.’’ Arthur Condon, Amana Re- 
frigeration, Inc., proposed repeal of the excise tax on 
refrigerators. 
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MARCH 16 -- 

Sen. Walter F. George (D Ga.) said the bill is dis- 
criminatory because it ‘‘puts emphasis on many articles 
which do not have the most important influence on the 


national economy.’’ 


J. Carter Fort of the Association of American 
Railroads proposed a cut in the three per cent tax on 
shipping. William H. Ott, Jr. of the National Industrial 
Traffic League, called the excise tax on freight inequi- 
table. Carl Carlson of the Cigar Manufacturers Asso- 
ciation proposed cutting cigar taxes to eight per cent. 


MARCH 17 -- 

Secretary of the Treasury George M. Humphrey 
said the Administration was opposed to the excise tax 
reductions in the measure because the annual revenue 
loss of $912 million from proposed excise tax cuts 
would force the government to borrow an equivalent 
amount and thus raise the national debt. 


DOCTOR-DENTIST DRAFT -- The Senate Armed Ser- 

vices Committee March 
18 began hearings on a bill (S 309€) to give the Depart- 
ment of Defense legal permission to decide whether 
drafted doctors and dentists should be commissioned 
as officers and get automatic promotions. A commis- 
sioned doctor and a non-commissioned dentist, both of 
whom refused to answer certain questions on alleged 
Communist affiliations, have been questioned by the 
Senate Permanent Investigations Subcommittee. (CQ 
Weekly Report, pp. 256-8, 293.) 





Secretary of Defense Charles E. Wilson, in a pre- 
pared statement, said that ‘‘out and out Communists’’ 
are being discharged from the armed services, but that 
the ‘difficult problem’’ is the ‘‘border-line area.”’ 


Wilson said 51 doctors and dentists taken into the 
services in the doctor-draft have been denied commis- 
sions because of questionable loyalty. Later, Wilson 
said that of the 51 only 20 were denied commissions 
because of ‘‘very questionable loyalty. Twenty out of 
15,000 doctors we have drafted is not a considerable 
number.’’ He said that of the 51, two were inthe Air 
Force, the rest inthe Army. The Navy had none, 
he said. 


Wilson denied the Army is ‘‘coddling Communists,’’ 
said he has ‘‘absolute and complete confidence’’ in Sec- 
retary of the Army Robert T. Stevens, and has confi- 
dence in Army General Counsel John G. Adams, ‘‘as far 
as I know about him.’’ (See page 357.) He said no case 
of subversive infiltration of the Army not previously 
known about by Defense officials had been disclosed by 
any Congressional committee. 


(R Wis.) that Stevens sought to have a probe of alleged 
communism shifted from the Army to other branches 
of the service ‘‘was never a proper one,’’ and that an 
Army report charging McCarthy and Roy Cohn with 
putting pressure on the Army for special treatment 
for G. David Schine was true. 


Wilson said a charge by Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy 
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MILITARY PROCUREMENT -- The Military Procure- 

ment Subcommittee of 
the Senate Small Business Committee March 17 began 
hearings into complaints of small businessmen about 
securing defense contracts. 





Edward J. Vagin, Fresno, Calif., complained of what 
he called ‘‘harassing’’ tactics by San Francisco ordnance 
officials. D. B. Becker, Becker Hand Company, St. Paul, 
Minn., and Gustav Dimberg, Orthopedic Equipment Com- 
pany, Bourbon, Ind., March 18 charged their businesses 
suffered as a result of government-subsidized competi- 
tion from the Sierra Engineering Company, Sierra 
Madre, Calif., which makes an artificial hand developed 
by the Army Prosthetic Research Laboratory and adopt- 
ed for use by the Veterans Administration. 


RED BAN -- House Judiciary Subcommittee No. 1, on 

ear ee Immigration and Nationality, March 18 be- 
gan hearings on bills to outlaw the Communist Party. In 
his State of the Union message, President Eisenhower 
requested legislation to forefeit the citizenship of those 
convicted of conspiring to overthrow the government by 
force or violence. (CQ Weekly Report, pp. 41, 204). These 
sponsors testified: Rep. Francis E. Walter (D Pa.), HR 
7980; Rep. J. Frank Wilson (D Tex.), HR 7337; Rep. 


Martin Dies (D Tex.), HR 7894. 





UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES -- A House Un-American 
Pe ee Activities Subcommittee 
held two days of hearings in Chicago, and March 18 in 
Washington the full Committee took testimony on ‘‘alleg- 
ed Communism in the field of religion.’’ 


Vernon Todd Riley, a government research biolo- 
gist fired as a ‘“‘security risk’’ Feb. 1 by the Department 
of Health, Education and Welfare, testified in Chicago 
March 15. He said he had been ‘‘a dupe of the Commu- 
nist Party’’ in 1942, when he attended meetings of a 
Seattle, Wash., ‘‘parlor pink discussion group with 
Communist overtones.’’ He joined the government in 
1943. On March 16, Sheldon O. Collen, a Chicago law- 
yer, said he joined a Young Communist League group 
at Carleton College, Northfield, Minn., in 1943 and at- 
tended meetings of a Communist group while studying 
law at the University of Chicago after World War IT. 


Walter W. Rumsey of Moline, Ill., testified that in 
1943 he was an industrial organizer for the Communist 
Party and also an organizer for the Farm Equipment 
Workers Union. He called them ‘‘one and the same.”’ 
Rumsey named 32 persons who were Party members or 
attended meetings in 1942-44. 


Mrs. Helen Wood Birnie of Long Beach, Calif., a 
self-described former Communist official, said she had 
seen Fred Stover, now head of the Iowa Farmers Union, 
at a Chicago Communist meeting in 1934. 


In Washington March 18, the Rev. John A. Hutch- 
inson, professor of Religion at Williams College, 
Mass., said he had never been a Communist. 





MEDICAL FACILITIES -- The Senate Labor and Public 

Welfare Subcommittee on 
Health March 17 began hearings on legislation (S 2758 
and HR 8149) to authorize a $182 million program for 
construction of health facilities over a three-year per- 
iod. The House passed HR 8149 March 9. (CQ Weekly 
Report, p. 316). 





Oveta Culp Hobby, Secretary of the Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare, testified in support of 
the bills. March 18, George Bugbee, executive director 
of the American Hospital Association, called the legis- 
lation ‘‘constructive in character’’ but said it should be 
clarified. Also testifying were Dr. John J. Bourke of 
the New York State Hospital Survey and Planning Com- 
mission, Dr. John A. Farrell of the North Carolina 
Medical Care Commission, and Richard C. Parmelee, 


attorney for the Connecticut Private Hospital Association. 


SUGAR AGREEMENT -- A special subcommittee of the 

Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee, headed by Sen. George D. Aiken (R Vt.), held a 
one-day hearing March 18 on the International Sugar 
Agreement (Executive B, 83rd Congress, 2nd Session). 
(CQ Weekly Report, p. 288.) President Eisenhower 
submitted the treaty Feb. 3. 


Spokesmen for the Agriculture and State Depart- 
ments supported the treaty, along with spokesmen for 
several non-governmental organizations, including the 
United States-Cuban Sugar Council. 


Harry R. Chapman, of the National Confectioners’ 
Association of the United States, Inc., opposed the 
agreement as ‘‘an extreme adventure in internationai 
socialism...’’ 


RAILROAD RETIREMENT -- The House Interstate and 

Foreign Commerce Com- 
mittee held hearings March 9-10, 12, and 16-17 on HR 
7840, a bill to amend the Railroad Retirement Act, the 
Railroad Unemployment Insurance Act and the Railroad 
Retirement Tax Act, to liberalize the railroad retire- 
ment system and adjust certain benefits. 


Rep. James E. Van Zandt (R Pa.) and A. E. Lyon, 
executive secretary of the Railway Labor Executives’ 
Association, testified in favor of the bill March 9. Lyon 
completed his testimony March 10 and Rep. Charles E. 
Bennett (D Fla.) testified in favor of the bill, while 
Thomas G. Stack, president of the National Rail Pension 
Forum, Inc., Chicago, Ill., voiced opposition. 





Chairman Raymond J. Kelly of the Railroad Retire- 
ment Board and Board members F. C. Squire and Horace 
W. Harper testified March 12 and March 16 R, L. Etten- 
ger, Jr., assistant vice president of the Association of 
American Railroads, told the Committee that passage of 
HR 7840 would cost the railroads $28 million a year in 
addition to the amounts they already pay out under the 
retirement program. 


Graham E. Getty, assistant vice president of the 
Association of American Railroads, told the Committee 
March 17 that because most railroads are expecting a 
five to 10 per cent drop in operating revenues during 
1954, the industry is unable to meet the increased costs 
of the program. 
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TIMBER POLICY -- The Subcommittee on Public Lands 
of the House Interior and Insular 
Affairs Committee held hearings March 11-12 on mark- 
ing and stumpage problems in national forests created 
from public domain. Witnesses testifying March 11 were 
Charles T. Gray, executive vice president, American 
Forest Products Corporation, San Francisco, Calif., 
and G. N. Dodge, Nevada City, Calif., lumberman. 


Dean Stowell, assistant manager of the Meadow 
Valley Lumber Company of Quincy, Calif., told the Sub- 
committee March 12 that many Western operators are 
entirely dependent upon federal timber and that the For- 
est Service of the Department of Agriculture should 
recognize this dependence and its contribution to the 
forest program ‘‘instead of trying to force us out of 
business through pricing policies.’’ Other witnesses 
were Harry A. Thompson, Western Lumber Manufac- 
turers, Inc., San Francisco, Calif.; A. L. Helmer, Pol- 
son Lumber Company, Polson, Mont.; J. A. Manter, 
Wildwood Lumber Company, Red Bluff, Calif.,; George 
Duff, Auburn, Calif.; and Stanton G. Ready, Halleck & 
Howard Lumber Company, Winchester, Idaho. 


Ira J. Mason, chief of the Forest Service’s Division 
of Timber Management, told the Subcommittee that the 
Service has no intention to ‘‘starve’’ the western lumber 
industry. 


ATOMIC ENERGY -- The Joint Atomic Energy Commit- 

tee said March 16 no ‘‘top secret"’ 
documents are missing from the Hanford (Wash.) atomic 
energy plant. 


Chairman W. Sterling Cole (R N.Y.) said a compara- 
tively few documents were unaccounted for, but that none 
were “‘top secret.’’ Cole also said theft or espionage 
were not indicated. 


The joint committee held a closed hearing March 15 
at which Hanford Manager David T. Shaw testified, Cole 
said the Committee heard extensive testimony with the 
conclusion that the missing papers ‘‘do not contain any 
information bearing on the amounts or specifications of 
the fissionable materials produced.’’ 


Cole’s announcement was contained in a letter to 
Rep. Thomas M, Pelly (R Wash.). Pelly March 13 said 


he had requested an inquiry into reports that documents 
were missing from the plant. 


Cole said testimony showed the missing papers in- 
cluded classified documents ‘‘temporarily misfiled or 
destroyed without proper records being prepared,”’ 


A subcommittee of the Joint Committee March 15 
heard testimony behind closed doors regarding manage- 
ment policies of the Sandria Corporation, an Atomic 
Energy Commission agency at Albuquerque, N.M, 


Continued Hearings 


FARM PROGRAM (SENATE) -- The Senate Agriculture 

Committee continued hear 
ings on proposed farm programs. On its agenda was a 
bill (S 3052) to carry out most of the Administ ration’s 
recommendations on agriculture, (CQ Weekly Report, 
p. 325). 
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MARCH 12 -- 

Jay Taylor, Don Collins, and John Marble, of the 
American National Cattlemen’s Association, G. R. Mil- 
burn, Montana Stock Growers Association, and Joe G. 
Montague, Texas & Southwestern Cattle Raisers Asso- 
ciation, supported S 3052 and specifically opposed direct 
price supports on live cattle. Taylor opposed ‘‘all con- 
trols’’ on cattle, and said: ‘‘The thing to do with all this 
beef is to sell and eat it, not store it.’’ Montague called 
cattle price supports ‘‘wholly unworkable.’’ 


Floyd 8. Elliott and Asa Willis of the United Live- 
stock Producers Association and David C. Turner, of 
the Cattle Producers Price Support Association, advo- 
cated cattle price supports. Elliott said cattle should be 
supported so long as feed prices are propped. He said 
cattlemen had lost $7 billion to $10 billion from droughts, 
and price declines. Elliott questioned Taylor’s right to 
speak for ‘‘rank and file’’ cattlemen. 


MARCH 15 -- 

Russell 8. Waltz, E. M. Norton, and Walter P. 
Cotton, of the National Milk Producers Federation, ex- 
plained their ‘‘self-help’’ dairy plan. President Eisen- 
hower would appoint a dairy stabilization board which 
would buy surpluses at support levels. The board’s 
purchase and non-commercial disposal operations 
would be paid for by assessments on dairy farmers. 
The board would borrow $500 million from the govern- 
ment to get started. Waltz said the plan would save the 
government $250 million. If it is not adopted, he said, 
Congress should limit cuts in federal price supports to 
5 per cent a year, as advocated by the Special Dairy 
Subcommittee of the House Agriculture Committee and 
by individual members of Congress. (CQ Weekly Re- 
port, p. 289). 


MARCH 16 -- 

The following witnesses testified on the dairy in- 
dustry’s price and surplus problems: R. H. Farr, Am- 
erican Butter Institute; E. W. Gaumnitz, National Cheese 
Institute, Inc.; Robert J. Remaley, American Dry Milk 
Institute; W. A. Wentworth, Dairy Industry Committee; 
Otie M. Reed, National Creameries Association; and 
Gordon Sprague, Western Condensing Company. 


Committee members Edward J. Thye (R Minn.), 
Allen J. Ellender, Sr. (D La.), and Clinton P. Anderson 
(D N.M.) urged the industry to try vigorous selling cam- 
paigns. Anderson, Ellender, Chairman George D. Aiken 
(R Vt.), Milton R. Young (R N.D.) and Olin D. Jofnston (D 
S.C.) advocated emphasis on exports, and tentatively en- 
dorsed tightly controlled trade with Russia for strategic 


goods. 


MARCH 17 -- 

New York Supreme Court Justice Paul Graves, a 
dairy farmer in Gouverneur, N.Y., said ‘‘talk of indivi- 
dual freedom on the farm is so much poppycock,’’ pre- 
dicting that the scheduled cut in supports wou'd put many 
dairymen out of business. He urged Congress to block 
the reduction, and advocated use of federal funds in an 
advertising campaign. Graves charged that dealers and 
distributors keep fluid milk prices high to discourage 
consumption and divert surpluses to processed products 
on which he said they make bigger profits. He urged an 
investigation of price spreads. 
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Albert Lowenfels of the Hotel Butter Company, New 
York, recommended reduction of butter price supports 
below 75 per cent of parity to increase consumption. He 
dismissed ‘‘grumbling”’ by ‘‘a few noisy farm lobbyists 
and inefficient farmers who can only say ‘gimme, gimme’ 
with no interest in the future of the dairy industry.’’ He 
said the government could dispose of its butter surplus 
by selling it to wholesalers at 35-40 cents a pound. 


William Perdue, Pure Milk Products Corporation, 
Fond du Lac, Wis., who cailed Lowenfels’ testimony 
“‘sickening,’’ said the Administration’s dairy advisory 
committee was ‘‘ packed’’ with processors. Also testifv- 
ing on the dairy program were: John B. Halloway, Metro- 
politan Cooperative Milk Producers Bargaining Agency, 
Amsterdam, N.Y.; and George C. McMunn, Montgom- 
ery, N.Y. 


FARM PROGRAM (HOUSE) -- The House Agriculture 

Committee continued 
hearings on proposed farm programs. (CQ Weekly 
Report, p. 325). 





Under Secretary of Agriculture True D. Morse and 
other Department officials March 12 testified on the Ad- 
ministration program. March 16, Allan B. Kline, presi- 
dent of the American Farm Bureau Federation, Walter 
Randolph, national vice-president, and George Wilson, 
of the California Federation, generally supported the 
program. Kline continued his testimony March 17 and 
was supported by officials of Federations in Arkansas, 
Maine, Utah, Illinois, and Iowa. The North Carolina 
spokesman dissented. 


Russell S. Waltz, National Milk Producers Federa- 
tion, March 18 testified on the dairy self-help plan. He 
predicted that the scheduled cut in price supports would 
result in a milk shortage within three years. 


HOUSING PROGRAM (SENATE) -~- Hearings on S 2938 

the Administration- 
approved housing bill, were resumed March 12 by the 
Senate Banking and Currency Committee. (CQ Weekly 
Report, pp. 323-324). 


MARCH 12 -- 

Albert M. Cole, Housing and Home Finance Admin- 
istrator, advocated ‘continued building’’ of low rent 
units and reported the average income of families living 
in public housing in 1952 was $1,986 yearly. He said the 
Administration’s program calls for emphasis on ‘‘work- 
able programs”’ supplied by cities which are seeking 
federal aid in slum clearance. He added that the Admin- 
istration insists federal aid is justified only ‘‘for those 
communities which are willing to face up to the problems 
of neighborhood decay and to undertake programs direct- 
ed to its prevention.’’ 


Chairman Homer E. Capehart (R Ind.) said ‘‘There 
is no sense appropriating money and passing laws unless 
cities are going to cooperate.’’ Cole reported 887 local 
housing authorities in 1,228 localities now have active 
slum clearance projects under way. 


MARCH 15 -- 
Elmer Henderson, director, American Council on 
Human Rights, asked that the bill contain specific language 





assuring minority groups the opportunity to buy homes 
with FHA mortgages. He said the real estate industry 
has discriminated against Negroes and ‘‘very little’’ 
new housing has been available to minority groups. 


Norman P. Mason, Chelmsford, Mass., chairman, 
construction and development department committee, 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce, said the Chamber is in 
‘hearty accord with the aims of this legislation.’’ 


MARCH 16 -- 

William A. Clarke, Media, Pa., president, Mortgage 
Bankers Association, testified against giving the Presi- 
dent authority to adjust interest rates on government- 
insured or guaranteed mortgage loans, because it might 
result in the substitution of ‘‘ political considerations 
for market considerations’’ in determining rates and 
advocated a committee to fix rates and keep them in 
line with market considerations. He also objected to 
a section authorizing 40-year loans without any down 
payment. 


MARCH 17 -- 

Miles D. Kennedy, director, national legislative 
committee, American Legion, said veterans prefer a 
definite, fixed ceiling on interest rates instead of the 
proposed flexible formula, tied to the average rate of 
interest in long term government securities. He said 
the Legion also opposed ending veterans’ preference in 
the sale of surplus housing. 


Clair W. Ditchy, Detroit, president, American Insti- 
tute of Architects, said his organization endorses the 
bill ‘fas a whole.’’ However, he added, the 40-year no- 
down-payment plan could ‘‘permit and even encourage 
the slums of the future.”’ 


Americans for Democratic Action national director, 
Edward D. Hollander, Washington, termed the slum 
clearance proposals unworkable and said the bill ‘‘offers 
nothing to provide low cost housing for low income fam- 
ilies.”’ 


MARCH 18 -- 

James G. Thimmes, chairman of the CIO Housing 
Committee, said the Administration gives the impres- 
sion that it aims at one million new housing starts a 
year, but that the need is for double that amount. He 
urged more housing for families with incomes of $2,500 
to $6,000 and said the 40-year loan plan, without down 
payments, is unrealistic because of a $7,000 limit im- 
posed for most areas. He criticized proposals to add a 
one-half per cent service charge to the normal FHA in- 
terest and insurance rate and to give the President 
power to fix interest rates on FHA and Veterans Ad- 
ministration guaranteed loans. 


HOUSING PROGRAM (HOUSE) -- The House Banking 

and Currency Commit- 
tee March 15 resumed hearings (CQ Weekly Report, p. 
291) on the Administration housing bill (HR 7839). 


MARCH 15 -- 

R. G. Hughes, Pampa, Tex., president, National 
Association of Home Builders, said the bill needed to be 
‘‘strengthened.’’ He proposed changes to lower the 
minimum down payments, including ‘‘closing costs’’ on 


r 


home mortgages insured by FHA; to make lowered down 
payments and a 30-year minimum mortgage period 
effective upon enactment; to permit builders to rent 
houses to local school boards for temporary classrooms 
without affecting their mortgage insurance, and to broad- 
en coverage to include more families and minority 
groups. He also criticized the Administration's pro- 
posal to continue a secondary mortgage market. 


MARCH 16 -- 

Wilbur C. Daniel, chairman, National Economic 
Commission, American Legion, opposed the bill’s pro- 
posal that the President fix the interest rate for FHA 
and Veterans Administration mortgages at a level not to 
exceed the average market yield on government bonds 
plus 22 per cent. It would, he said, ‘‘unquestionably re- 
sult in an increase in the interest rate.’’ 


Adin M. Downer, assistant legislative officer, Vet- 
erans of Foreign Wars, also opposed this proposal and 
criticized provision for more liberal credit terms for 
FHA home loans. 


MARCH 17 -- 

Henry G. Waltemade, New York, chairman, Realtors’ 
Washington Committee, National Association of Real 
Estate Boards, said ‘‘We believe it is better to assist 
these (low-income) families to own their homes than to 
try to make them tenants of subsidized government- 
owned housing.’’ He commended the bill’s proposal for 
government guarantee of no-down-payment, 40-year 
mortgages for low-cost housing. 


Fritz Burns, Los Angeles, chairman of the Associa- 
tion’s Build America Better Council, supported the Ad- 
ministration proposal to broaden the FHA loan insurance 
program to cover home modernization and repair. 


NIAGARA POWER -- The Senate Public Works Commit- 

tee continued its hearings March 16 
on proposed legislation for the development of hydro- 
electric power facilities at Niagara Falls, N.Y. (CQ 
Weekly Report, p. 324). 


Sen. Homer E. Capehart (R Ind.), testifying in favor 
of the bills to allow private development of Niagara (HR 
4351 and S €89) said: ‘‘If Congress says to private enter- 
prise that it can’t build the project then I'm ready to 
throw inthe sponge, because we'll eventually go 100 per 
cent socialistic in the United States as far as power gen- 
eration is concerned.’’ 


Rep. William E. Miller (R N.Y.), also testifying in 
favor of the bills, said that preference customers (Rural 
Electrification Administration cooperatives, cities and 
local governmental bodies) would use no more than two 
per cent of additional power proposed to be venerated at 
Niagara Falls. Therefore, he added, preference would 
not be necessary in the distribution of power. 


Rep. John J. Dempsey (D N.M.) also testified in 
favor of the private development measures. (For 
background on the private versus public power contro- 
versy, see CQ Weekly Report, p. 309). 
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COFFEE INVESTIGATION -- The Special Subcommittee 

to Investigate Coffee 
Prices of the Senate Banking and Currency Committee 
continued its hearings March 16 and 18. (CQ Weekly 
Report, p. 326). 





Sen. J. Glenn Beall (R Md.), Subcommittee Chairman, 
said March 12 that the Subcommittee might issue sub- 
penas later ‘‘requiring all members of the New York 
Coffee and Sugar Exchange to produce this information.’’ 


Testifying March 16 in regard to the procurement, 
roasting and distribution of coffee in the armed services 
were Thomas Pike, Deputy Assistant Secretary of De- 
fense for Supply and Logistics; Maj. Don R. Parsons, 
Quartermaster Procurement Officer, Lt. Col. John W. 
Maxwell and Anton Jedlicka of the Quartermaster Corps, 
all of the United States Army; and Lt. Comdr. C. L. 
Tolleson of the Navy Department. 


The Army witnesses told the Subcommittee that all 
military purchases of coffee are made in Brazil and 
Colombia under a competitive bid system. They said 
that in December, 1953, the Army was paying 61 cents 
a pound for the raw coffee beans and roasting and pro- 
cessing costs were about three and a half cents a pound. 
Shrinkage loss, the Army witnesses said, added another 
nine cents to the cost. The total cost, they said, was 
somewhat less than 75 cents a pound. 


Appropriations 


DEFENSE FUNDS -- The Senate Appropriations Subcom - 
mittee on the Armed Services 
March 15 opened hearings on the fiscal 1955 Defense 
Department budget with testimony from top Pentagon 
officials. This is what President Eisenhower has asked 
Congress to appropriate for the military services: 


$ 8,211,000,000 
9,915 ,000,000 
11,200,000,000 


Army 
Navy 
Air Force 
Office of Secretary 
of Defense 
Other 
Total, Defense Dept. 


13,500,000 
_ 547,555,000 


$29 887,055,000 


Secretary of Defense Charles E. Wilson testified 
that the military ‘‘new look’’ is ‘‘geared to improving 
our state of preparedness over an extended period of 
time.’’ He said it involved ‘‘rapid buildup of air strength’’ 
and ‘‘rapid integration of new weapons as they are 
proven and become available."’ 


Wilson projected a 137-air wing goal by July 1, 
1957. He also said that inthe next fiscal year, the Army 
would be reduced from 1,407,200 to 1,172,700 men, with 
17 instead of the present 20 divisions. He also noted 
total armed forces strength in an 18-month period would 
be reduced from 3,455,000 on Jan. 1, to 3,047,000. 


Secretary of the Air Force Harold E. Talbott told 
Senators that ‘‘even the most daring aggressor must 
pause when faced with the knowledge of our growing 
offensive and defensive forces.”’ 
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Gen. Matthew B. Ridgway, Army Chief of Staff, ex- 
pressed ‘“‘particular concern’’ over proposed cuts in 
Army manpower. He termed it a ‘‘reduction through 
which our capabilities will be lowered while our respon- 
sibilities for meeting the continuing enemy threat have 
yet to be correspondingly lessened.’’ 


Sen. Margaret Chase Smith (R Maine) questioned the 
Defense officials about a $50 million contract awarded to 
a Quincy, Mass., shipbuilding firm although a Maine 
firm submitted a bid that was $6.5 million lower. Sec- 
retary of the Navy Robert B. Anderson said it was true 
this was ‘‘a loss of $6.5 million to the taxpayers’’ but 
that it was necessary to give the Quincy firm the con- 
tract to keep it in business. Sen. Smith said later ‘‘the 
explanations do not satisfy me.’’ 





Admiral Arthur W. Radford, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, testified March 16 that U.S. ground 
forces can be ‘‘safely reduced.’’ He added the Army 
cutbacks would be offset by expansion of the forces of 
the allied nations through a continuing military aid pro- 
gram costing ‘‘three to three and a half billion dollars’’ 
a year. Another compensating factor, Radford said, 
would be a new reserve program requiring active re- 
serve training for the young men who have completed 
their two years of active service. 


Radford also said the Defense Department was giv- 
ing consideration to the idea of offering larger bonuses 
to those who re-enlist in the armed forces -- perhaps 
as much as $2,000. The present bonus is $300. 


LABOR-WELFARE -- William R. McComb, Adminis- 
trator of the Labor Department’s 

Wage and Hour Division, March 16 told the Senate Ap- 
propriations Subcommittee on the Labor and Health, 
Education and Welfare Departments that there was a 
“thigh rate of violations’’ of federal wage-hours stand- 
ards. He said his Division was probing the ‘‘many in- 
stances’’ of ‘‘almost unbelievable’’ wage practices and 
conditions. 


Chairman Guy Farmer of the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board told the Subcommittee March 17 his Board 
was re-examining the problem of secondary strikes and 
boycotts, and of jurisdiction of labor-management dis- 
putes with a view toward reaching decisions in the near 
future. 


INDEPENDENT OFFICES -- The House Appropriations 

Subcommittee on Independent 
Offices March 14 released testimony given early this 
year in closed sessions on the fiscal 1955 budget. 


U.S. Comptrolier General Lindsay C. Warren told 
the House group of an Army general who built a $1,200 
dog house at government expense. The officer was iden- 
tified as Maj. Gen. Roderick R. Allen. Rep. George W. 
Andrews (D Ala.) said such officers who waste the tax- 
payers’ money should be made to repay it or be dismis- 
sed from the service. 


Members of the National Advisory Committee for 
Aeronautics warned that air research inthe U.S. is 
falling behind, and the consequences couid be disastrous 
in the struggle for supremacy in the air. 








i —_ ——-around the capitol 





DEBATE ON TAXES 


In a formal reply to President Eisenhower’s plea 
for rejection of increased income tax exemptions (see 
page 365), three Democrats took to the air waves March 
16: Rep. Sam Rayburn (Tex.) Democratic House Leader, 
Sen. Walter F. George, senior Democratic member and 
former chairman of the Senate Finance Committee, and 
Rep. Jere Cooper (Tenn.), ranking Democratic member 
of the House Ways and Means Committee. 





They accused the President and his party of restor- 
ing the ‘‘trickle down’’ theory of Andrew Mellon by ad- 
vocating tax relief for ‘‘the few’’ while opposing rélief 
for ‘‘the many.’’ 


The Democratic spokesmen contended that a re- 
duction in income taxes by higher personal exemptions 
is the only ‘‘fair’’ way and is desirable to thwart a 
business depression by stimulating purchasing power. 


Former Speaker Rayburn said the omnibus tax bill 
before the House would give three times as much relief 
to ‘‘the upper 20 per cent,’’ those who earn more than 
$5,000 a year, as to the 80 per cent earning less. (For 
House action, see page 349.) 


George said the President’s contention that the 
Treasury couldn’t afford the revenue loss proposed in 
the George recommendation ‘‘is rejected by nearly all 
students of taxation.’’ 


Cooper criticized the Republican proposal to ease 
the so-called double taxation of corporate income by 
allowing reductions on stockholders’ income from cor- 
porate dividends. He said the ‘‘wage earner appears 
to be the forgotten man.”’ 


REPUBLICANS REPLY 


Two key House GOP Members March 13 said the 
tax revision bill might be wrecked by Democratic efforts 
to add exemption increases. Speaker Joseph W. Martin, 
Jr. (R Mass.) predicted the President would veto the bill 
rather than accept the added loss in revenue. 


Rep. Daniel A. Reed (R N.Y.), Chairman of the Ways 
and Means Committee, said ‘‘The Democratic strategy 
may well mean no tax relief this year.’’ He called it 
‘‘politically motivated.’’ 


March 16 Speaker Martin said, after a closed-door 
caucus of GOP House Members, that he was confident 
the Democratic drive for tax cuts would be beaten ‘‘by 
a very comfortable margin.’’ 


House Democrats in their March 11 caucus agreed 
to a move to recommit the measure to the Ways and 
Means Committee with instructions to include a pro- 
vision raising the personal exemption to $700. 
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SUPREME COURT RULINGS 


The Supreme Court March 15 denied Alabama and 
Rhode Island permission to file suits which would have 
tested the constitutionality of the Submerged Lands 
(tidelands) Act of 1953. (CQ Weekly Report, p. 98; also 
CQ Almanac, Vol. IX, 1953, pp. 388 ff.) Chief Justice 
Warren did not take part in the decision. Justices 
Douglas and Black dissented. 


The majority opinion stated that the power of Con- 
gress to do as it wants with public lands ‘‘is without 
limitation.’’ Justice Douglas, in his minority opinion, 
asked: ‘‘Could Congress cede the great Columbia River 
or the mighty Mississippi to a state or a power company ? 
I should think not.’’ 


Congressional comment: 


Sen. Thomas H. Kuchel (R Calif.) -- ‘‘Finis is now 
written to an ill-starred bureaucratic theory of ‘para- 
mount rights’.’’ 

Sen. Price Daniel (D Tex.) -- ‘‘Marks the end of a 
long fight.’’ 

Sen. Wayne Morse (I Ore.) -- ‘‘Responsibility for 
this give-away rests with Congress. ...l am willing to 
take this issue to the people in 1954.’’ 

Sen. Russell B. Long (D La.) -- ‘‘(The decision) 
clears the way for development of our resources for 


the betterment of the entire nation.’’ 





WATER POWER 


In another decision, the Court ruled, 4-3 that the 
Federal Water Power Act of 1920 did not supersede 
state laws authorizing the use of navigable streams for 
water power. The decision was applied specifically to 
a dispute between the federal government and the Niagara 
Mohawk Power Corporation, operator of a federally 
licensed power project at Niagara Falls, N. Y. Justices 
Black, Minton and Douglas dissented. Justices Jackson 
and Reed took no part in the case. 


The Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation is also 
currently engaged with the New York State Power Au- 
thority, and the federal government in a three-way fight 
for further development of the Niagara Falls area. (CQ 
Weekly Report, p. 309.) 


FARM PRICE SUPPORTS 


definitely floor consideration of a bill (S 2911; S Rept. 
1044) to provide production payments to wool producers. 
Six Senators had submitted an amendment to continue 
rigid (or fixed) price supports at 90 per cent of parity. 
(CQ Weekly Report, p. 329.) 


Sen. Allen J. Ellender, Sr. (D La.}, chief sponsor of 
the amendment, Marth 12 said: ‘‘I don’t think the Presi- 
dent would have the political courage to veto’’ an ex- 
tension of rigid supports. March 10, Secretary of 
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Agriculture Ezra Taft Benson said he ‘‘probably’’ would 
recommend such a veto. (CQ Weekly Report, p. 325.) 


Rep. E. C. Gathings (D Ark.) said March 15 that 
Benson’s testimony before the House Agriculture Com- 
mittee March 11 and 12 ‘‘torpedoed’’ his chances for 
staying on as Secretary until November. 


H-BOMB DEVELOPMENTS 


Members of the Senate-House Atomic Energy Com- 
mittee confirmed that a preliminary hydrogen explosion 
in the Pacific March 1 was several times more power- 
ful than scientists had expected. 


Chairman W. Sterling Cole (R N.Y.) said March 16 
the U.S. has the hydrogen (thermonuclear) bomb and can 
deliver it anywhere inthe world. He also said it is a 
‘fair assumption’’ Russia also has the H-bomb. 


Rep. Carl T. Durham (N.C.), ranking Democrat of 
the Joint Committee, said March 17 the U.S. exploded a 
thermonuclear weapon many times more potent than the 


explosion test of Nov. 1, 1952. 


Rep. James E. Van Zandt (R Pa.), another member 
of the Committee, said March 18 American scientists 
have broken through a logjam in the development of 
hydrogen and atomic power, and said the achievement 
points to accelerated development of both weapons and 


civilian power. (See pages 343-44.) 


CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFS 
H-BLAST PROBE 


Reps. James E. Van Zandt (R Pa.) and Melvin E. 
Price (D Il.) March 18 called for an investigation to 
learn why nearly 300 persons were permitted to get near 
enough to the March 1 hydrogen explosion to suffer from 
radiation effects. Both are Members of the Joint Atomic 
Energy Committee, which has been told there was an 
‘inexcusable error’’ made in calculating the range of the 
blast. 


FBI FILES 


Sen. J. W. Fulbright (D Ark.) said March 13 that 
Sen. Joseph R. . McCarthy’s (R Wis.) Permanent Investi- 
gations Subcommittee has had access to confidential 
Federal Bureau of Investigation files, including unau- 
thenticated information. Fulbright said he no longer 
gives the FBI information on security. 

Attorney General Herbert Brownell, Jr., March 14 
denied the charge. 


GOVERNMENT ETHICS 


Sens. Paul H. Douglas (D I11.), Hubert H. Humphrey 


(D Minn.), and Wayne Morse (I Ore.) March 16 intro- 
duced a bill (S 3142) to prescribe an ethical code for the 
executive and legislative branches of the federal govern- 
ment, and for those with whom they deal. Among the pro- 
visions is one which would require sworn public state- 
ments of outside income by federal officials and employ- 
ees inthe upper brackets. The bill also would establish 
a commission to study governmental ethics. 
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VET MORTGAGE RATES 


Rep. Louis B. Heller (D N.Y.) March 15 introduced 
a bill (HR 8399) to reduce from 4.5 per cent to 4 per 
cent the maximum interest rate on home loans to veter- 
ans under the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act. 


MALONE ON TARIFFS 


Sen. George W. Malone (R Nev.) March 16 urged the 
Senate to let the (Reciprocal) Trade Agreements Act 
expire ‘‘unmourned”’ June 12. He criticized the report 
of the Commission on Foreign Economic Policy, and 
said ‘‘the one-worlders and the free traders...are trying 
to slip into the White House by the back door.’’ (CQ 
Weekly Report, p. 136.) Malone said the Commission, 
headed by Clarence B. Randall, ‘‘would forfeit many 
vital and historic American industries to the greed or 
avarice of foreign powers, some of which have not even 
demonstrated they are friendly.’’ 


BUY AMERICAN 


Rep. Frank E. Smith (D Miss.) urged March 15 that 
Congress enact recommendations of the Randall Com- 
mission on Foreign Economic Policy for changes in the 
so-called Buy American Act. (CQ Weekly Report, p. 
136.) Smith, an advocate of outright repeal of the Act, 
urged adoption of the Commission report asking the 
Act be placed on a reciprocity basis with other nations. 
Smith March 11 introduced HR 8355 to carry out the 


recommendation. 


ARMSTRONG INDICTED 


Former Rep. O. K. Armstrong (R Mo.) (82nd Con- 
gress) was indicted d by a federal grand jury March 11 on 
charges of evading income tax payments over a three- 
year period. Armstrong, the same day, said: ‘‘I have 


never knowingly violated any law in my life.’’ 


MORAL CONFLICT ? 


Rep. Herman P. Eberharter (D Pa.) March 15 said 


“There is certainly and definitely a deep moral con- 
flict’? in Treasury Secretary George M. Humphrey’s 
ownership of large amounts of stock in view of the Ad- 
ministration proposal to cut taxes on stock dividends. 
(CQ Weekly Report, p. 205.) He called on Humphrey to 
disclose how much he would benefit by the tax bill’s 
provision. 


FARM HOUSING 


Rep. Charles B. Deane (D N.C.) March 15 introduced 
a bill (HR 8382) to extend authority for farm housing 
loans under Title V of the Housing Act of 1949. Presi- 
dent Eisenhower, in his Budget Message asked Congress 
to allow this authority to expire June 30. The Agricul- 
ture Department favors continuing farm housing loan 
authority under the Farm Tenant Act, with an increase 
in rates, Deane said, calling this plan a ‘“‘hard money 
policy.’’ 
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TAXES 


In an appeal to the American people by radio-tele- 
vision broadcast, President Eisenhower March 15 urged 
rejection by Congress of any increase in the present 
$600 versonal income tax exemption. (For House action 
see page -349.) 


He said a Democratic Congressional proposal to 
hike personal exemptions was election-year politics 
and would strike ‘‘a serious blow to your government’”’ 
and endanger national defense. Mr. Eisenhower said the 
Democratic proposals would excuse ‘‘millions of Ameri- 
cans from paying any income tax at all.’’ (For com- 
ment of Democrats, see page 363.) 


SECURITY RISKS 


President Eisenhower March 12 asked Congress 
(H Doc. 351) to approve the transfer of about $1.2 
million to the security-risk program from fiscal 1954 
appropriations for other programs of the State, Justice, 
and Treasury Departments. Budget Director Joseph M. 
Dodge explained that the funds were needed to meet a 
June 30 deadline for completion of investigations and 
evaluations on federal civilian employees. (Also see 
Presidential messages, CQ Weekly Report, pp. 41, 204.) 


MEXICAN LABOR 


President Eisenhower March 16 signed a bill (H J 
Res 355) to permit recruitment of Mexican farm work- 
ers, with or without the consent of Mexico. The bill 
was passed by Congress before the signing last week of 
an agreement between the United States and Mexico to 
permit such recruitment. (CQ Weekly Report, p. 333). 
Some members of Congress urged the President to veto 
the bill, in light of the new agreement, but he said it 
was ‘“‘precautionary”’ legislation aad that its basic pur- 
pose ‘‘is to enable this government to give Mexican 
migrant labor the protection of our laws.’’ 


BILLS VETOED 


The President March 17 vetoed two private Senate 
bills (S 153) to grant permanent residence to Wilhelm 
Engelbert, a native German, who entered the United 
States illegally in 1926, and (S 502) to grant the estate of 
Mrs. Margaret Weigand a lump sum social security 
death benefit for the death of her son Kurt F. Weigand. 


POLICY ON RETALIATION 


President Eisenhower has authority to retaliate 
against an enemy attack on one of our allies, without 
specific Congressional declaration of war, Secretary of 
State John Foster Dulles said at a news conference March 
1€. The North Atlantic and Rio de Janeiro treaties, 
ratified by Congress, give the President such power, 
he said. 


Dulles referred to his announcement Jan. 12 that 


the United States had adopted a policy depending primarily 
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Eisenhower Meets Press 


In his 3lst news conference, President Eisen- 
hower March 17 said the Democrats were in error in 
contending the Administration's tax bill does not give 
a fair share of relief to those in lower income brackets 


The President also: 


Expressed full confidence in the honor and inte- 
grity of Army Secretary Robert T. Stevens and said 
he stands behind him. (Also see page 357-8.) 

Said any President who did not act immediately if 
the country were attacked by an agressor ought to be 
impeached or even hanged and that action should be 
taken without waiting for Congress to declare war 
(See Retaliation Policy, this page.) 

Announced that a study of coffee prices by the 
Federal Trade Commission is progressing and that he 
expects to have a report soon. 

Declined to comment on Rep. W. Sterling Cole's 
(R N.Y.) statement as Chairman of the Joint Atomic 
Energy Committee that the U.S. has the hydrogen bomb 
and can deliver it anywhere in the world. (See page 
364.) 

Spoke sharply of an army major general (Roderick 
Allen) who spent government money to build quarters 
for his dogs (see page 362.) 

Classed as very private the talks between the U.S. 
and Russia on his proposal to set up an international 
atomic pool for peace purposes. 








Told reporters the Administration’s new military 
program represents the best efforts to use modern 
weapons and conserve manpower. 





on a capacity to retaliate instantly and at places and by 
means of our own choosing as a deterrent to general 
war (CQ Weekly Report, p. 71) 


President Eisenhower said on March 10 that ‘‘there 
is going to be no involvement of America in war unless 
it is a result of the Constitutional process chat is placed 
upon the Congress to declare it.’’ (CQ Weekly Report, 
p. 333.) 


At his press conference March 17, the President 
explained that he would act alone against aggression in 
an emergency but would call upon Congress as speedily 
as possible thereafter to support the war effort. 


PAN-AMERICAN CONFERENCE 


Secretary of State John Foster Dulles March 16 
termed the Anti-Communist resolution adopted at the 
10th Inter-American Conference in Caracas, Venezuela, 
March 13, an extension of the Monroe Doctrine. It can, 
he said, have a ‘‘profound effect’’ in combatting inter- 
national Communism in the Western hemisphere. 


The Conference March 17, overriding U.S. object- 


ions, also approved a resolution demanding an end to 
enforced colonization in the Western hemisphere. 


Week ending March 19, 1954 -- PAGE 365 








political notes 





Ka (MARCH 12-18) 


NIXON SPEECH 


NIXON: The Vice President March 13 countered 
Adlai E. Stevenson’s charge that the GOP was ‘“‘half 
Eisenhower and half McCarthy” (CQ Weekly Report, p. 
331) Mr. Nixon said the President is ‘‘not only the un- 
questioned leader of the Republican Party, but he has the 
confidence and he has the support of the great majority 
of Americans, Republicans and Democrats alike.’’ Nixon 
did not mention Sen. Joseph R. ace arthy, (R Wis.), but 
criticized “reckless talk and questionable methods’. He 
defended the new military policy and said the Eisenhower 
Administration had made these accomplishments: Ended 
the Korean War, and brought home two divisions; 
approached a balanced budget, effected a tax reduction 
and stopped inflation; and seized the ideological offensive 
against the Communists. 


McCARTHY: March 17, Sen. McCarthy countered 
the President’s statement of confidence in Robert T. 
Stevens (see page 365) with the charge that the Army 
Secretary is being used by ‘Pentagon politicians,” who 
fear exposure. McCarthy said he didnt give a “‘tinker’s 
dam,’ if people in either party--no matter how high or 
how low--were “unhappy about his methods... This 
fight is going on as long as I am in the United States 
Senate.’ 


STEVENSON: March 14, Stevenson said Nixon left 
a lot of questions unanswered: Would McCarthy continue 
as party spokesman? How many Communists, “‘if any” 
had been dismissed from Federal Service? He said the 
Administration had disowned its new defense policy. 


MITCHELL: March 17, Democratic National Chair- 
man Stephen A. Mitchell charged TV networks were un- 
fair in broadcasts replying to the President’s tax speech, 


Mitcheil accused McCarthy and his supporters-- 
though he didn’t mention the Senator by name--of con- 
ducting a ‘‘hate campaign’’ designed to “‘convert the fear 
and hatred that Americans feel for communism into fear 
and hatred of other Americans.’’ He said he regretted 
“that many non-Catholics have come to feel that my co- 
religionists are in the forefront of those who would 
sacrifice methods to objectives.’’ McCarthy, also a 
Roman Catholic, replying that he hoped Mitchell would 
retract, said: “‘It is evil and viciously un-American for 
the head of any political party to willfully and maliciously 
attempt to arouse religious bigotry.” 


STATE ROUNDUP 
CALIFORNIA: Retired Vice Adm. Ross T. McIntire 


(D) personal physician to President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 


announced March 12 that he will seek the nomination for 
the seat now held by Rep. Robert C. Wilson (R), 30th 
District (San Diego). 





INDIANA: Rep. William G. Bray(R) announced March 


18 for renomination in the 7th District. 
KENTUCKY: Top state Democratic leaders were 


trying to “draft” former Vice President Alben W. Barkley 





(D Ky.) to run against Sen, John Sherman Cooper (R Ky.). 
Barkley said March 12 he had “not made up my mind.” 
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MINNESOTA: State Treasurer K. Valdimar (Val) 
Bjornson (R), 47, announced March 17 he will run for the 
nomination for the seat held by Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey 
(D). Rep. Walter H. Judd (R) and Sen. Edward J. Thye (R) 
endorsed Bjornson, as did Harold E. Stassen, ex-Gover- 
nor and head of the Foreign Operations Administration, 
who had been a possible contender. 

NEW JERSEY: Walter P. Margetts , Jr. (R), former 
State Treasurer, withdrew from the primary race 
against ex-Rep. Clifford P. Case (R). Salvatore A. 
Bontempo (D), Newark public affairs commissioner, 
withdrew as an opponent to Rep. Charles R. Howell (D). 
This eliminated Senate primary races of both parties... 
Harold J. Adonis, former executive clerk to ex-Gov. 
Alfred E. Driscoll (R), was found guilty March 16 of 
willful evasion of 1946 federal income taxes. 

PENNSYLVANIA: George F. Kennan (D), ex U.S. 
Ambassador to Russia, withdrew March 17 as a candi- 
date from the 19th District seat held by Rep. S. Walter 
Stauffer (R Pa.). He said he could not reconcile “per- 
sonal commitments with the requirements of a primary 
contest.” 














CROSSFIRE 


Straight From The Shoulder, the official publication 
of the Republican National Committee, said in its March 
issue that the “‘Eisenhower Administration refuses to 
play politics with national security.’’ That is why it is 
opposing the proposal of Sen, Walter F, George (D Ga.) 


and other Democrats to raise income tax exemptions 
(CQ Weekly Report, p. 349), the GOP paper stated. 


But the April issue of the Democratic Digest, pub- 
lished by the Democratic National Committee, said 
“political budgetary aims of the Administration were 
apparently a determining factor’’ in the new defense 
policy. It said tis looked like a return to the old “‘all 
our eggs in one basket’’ concept. 


SUPPORT FOR EISENHOWER 


President Eisenhower received in six Connecticut 
towns support March 18 in town-meeting votes described 
as tests of strength between Eisenhower and Sen. Joseph 
R. McCarthy (R Wis.). In Avon, where the move started, 


the vote was 349-1 in favor of the President. 
HOFFMAN PROBE 


Gov. Robert B. Meyner (D N.J.) on March 18 sus- 
pended former Gov. Harold G. Hoffman (R N.J.) as di- 
rector of the state’s division of employment security and 
ordered an investigation of alleged ‘‘existence of wide- 
spread irregularities concerning the purchase and pro- 
curement of supplies and equipment’’ in the division. 
Meyner assigned former State Police Superintendent H. 
Norman Schwarzkopf to investigate the affairs in Hoff- 
man’s office. Hoffman dismissed Schwarzkopf from his 
police post in 1935 for ‘‘bungling’’ the handling of the 
Lindbergh baby kidnapping case. 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE: Bills and resolutions which during this period 
have been approved and reported by committees to the floor of either 
house, or have been passed by either house, are listed beluw in numeri- 
cal order. The summary gives, in order listed number of bill, de- 
scription, sponsor, nature and date of action. Action was by voice vote 
unless otherwise indicated. 








Simple resolutions (S Res or H Res) are completed when adopted by 
the chamber in which they originate. They do not become law. 


Concurrent resolutions (S Con Res or H Con Res) are completed 
when adopted by both houses. They do not become law. 


Joint resolutions (S J Res or H J Res) and bills (S or HR) must be 
passed by both houses and are then sent to the President. They become 
law when signed by the President, or become law without his signature 
after 10 days, unless he vetoes. 


CQ’s Summary of Legislation appears weekly while Congress is in 
session, as an appendix at the back of CQ Weekly Report. Pages are 
numbered consecutively throughout the year and to distinguish appendix 
pages from other Weekly Report pages, each appendix page number is 
preceded by an A. 


1. Sent To President 


8 79. Authorize Secretary of Interior to cooperate with the State of 
Kentucky to acquire non-federal cave properties within authorized 
boundaries of Mammoth Cave National Park in the State of Kentucky 
CLEMENTS (D Ky.) Senate Interior and Insular Affairs reported 
July 29. Passed Senate August 1, 1953. House Interior and Insular 
Affairs reported Feb. 17, 1954. Passed House amended on consent 
calendar March 15. Senate concurred in House amendments March 
15. 

S 1827. Quiet title and possession re certain real property in Washing- 
ton. MAGNUSON (D Wash.). Senate Armed Services reported Feb. 
4. Passed Senate on call of calendar Feb. 8. House Armed Services 
reported March 9. Passed House on consent calendar March 15. 

S 2111. Permit the flying of the U.S. flag for 24 hours each day in Flag 
House Square, Baltimore, Md. BUTLER (R Md.). Senate Judiciary 
reported July 13. Passed Senate on call of calendar July 16, 1953 
House Judiciary reported Feb. 25, 1954. Passed House on consent 
calendar March 15. 

S 2348. Repeal act authorizing the Director of the Census to collect and 
publish statistics of red-cedar shingles. CARLSON (R Kan.). Senate 
Post Office and Civil Service reported July 24. Passed Senate on 
call of calendar July 28, 1953. House Post Office and Civil Service 
reported March 8, 1954. Passed House on consent calendar March 
15 


S 2408. Amend the Merchant Marine Act of 1936 by providing a national 
defense reserve of tankers and promoting the construction of new 
tankers. POTTER (R Mich.), TOBEY (R N.H.). Senate Interstate 
and Foreign Commerce reported July 24. Passed Senate on call of 
calendar July 27, 1953. Passed House on consent calendar, in lieu 
of HR 8045, March 15, 1954. 

S J Res 34. Permit certain citizens of Thailand to receive instruction at 
the U.S. Military Academy. GREEN (D R.L.). Senate Armed Services 
reported July 23. Passed Senate July 24, 1953 


House Armed Services 


reported Feb, 17, 1954. Passed House, amended, on consent calen- 
dar March 1. Senate agreed to House amendments March 11. 

4557. Amend section 319 of the Communications Act of 1934 re 
construction permits for radio stations, WOLVERTON (R N.J.) 
House Interstate and Foreign Commerce reported May 13. Passed 
House on consent calendar May 19. Senate Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce reported July 6, 1953. Passed Senate March 12, 1954 
4558. Amend section 309 (c) of the Communications Act of 1934 re 
time within which the Federal Communications Commission must 
act on protests filed thereunder. WOLVERTON (R N.J.). House 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce reported May 13. Passed House 
on consent calendar May 19. Senate Interstate and Foreign Com- 
merce reported July 8, 1953. Passed Senate March 12, 1954. 

4559. Amend section 501 of the Communications Act of 1934 re 
offenses punishable thereunder. WOLVERTON (R N.J.). House 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce reported May 13, Passed House 
on consent calendar May 19. Senate Interstate and Foreign Com- 
merce reported July 8, 1953. Passed Senate March 12, 1954 

5509. Amend the Army-Navy Medical Services Corps Act of 1947 

re percent of colonels in the Medical Service Corps, Regular Army. 
House Armed Services reported July 14. Passed House on consent 
calendar July 20, 1953. Senate Armed Services reported Feb. 25, 1954 
Passed Senate March 10. 

5976, Amend section | of the Natural Gas /ct to exempt persons 
engaged in transportation, or sale for resale, in interstate com- 
merce of natural gas received by such persons within a state. 
HINSHAW (R Calif.). House Interstate and Foreign Commerce re- 
ported July 22. Passed House July 30. Senate Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce reported July 30, 1953, Passed Senate March 15, 1954, 


2. Senate Bills And Resolutions 
FLOOR ACTION IN EITHER HOUSE 


S 1548. Provide for exchange of certain lands in Puerto Rico. SALTON- 
STALL (R Mass.). Senate Armed Services reported April 23. 
Passed Senate on call of calendar May 6, 1953. House Armed 
Services reported March 9, 1954. Passed House amended on con- 
sent calendar March 15. 

S 2231. Amend Trading With the Enemy Act re debt claims. DIRKSEN 
(R Tll.). Senate Judiciary reported July 23, 1953. Passed Senate 
March 10, 1954. 

S Con Res 63. Request American churches and synagogues to devote 
portions of their services on April 18 to special prayer for de- 
liverance of those behind the Iron Curtain. SALTONSTALL (R 
Mass.), KENNEDY (D Mass.), SMITH (R 'N.J.). Senate adopted Feb 
19. House Judiciary reported March 5, Passed House amended on 
consent calendar March 15. 

S Res 218. Extend until Jan. 31, 1955, authority of the Agriculture and 
Forestry Committee to investigate importation of wheat classified 
as unfit for human consumption. AIKEN (R Vt.). Senate Agriculture 
and Forestry reported March 3. Referred to Senate Rules and 
Administration March 8. Senate Rules and Administration reported 
March 10. Senate adopted March 10. 


COMMITTEE ACTION IN EITHER HOUSE 


S 856. Authorize the Supreme Court to make and publish rules for pro- 
cedure on review of decisions of the Tax Court. LANGER (R N.D.) 
Senate Judiciary reported March 15 

S 2247, Authorize certain members of the armed forces to accept and 
wear decorations of certain foreign nations. SALTONSTALL (R 
Mass.). Senate Armed Services reported Feb. 25. Passed Senate 
on call of calendar March 2, House Armed Services reported March 
10 

S 2308. Authorize and direct the investigation, by the Attorney General, 
of certain offenses. WILLIAMS (R Del.) and other Senators. Senate 
Judiciary reported March 15 

SJ Res 53. Propose an amendment to the Constitution granting the right 
to vote to citizens who have attained the age of 18. LANGER (R 
N.D.). Senate Judiciary reported March 15 

SJ Res 63. Authorize the District of Columbia to enter into inter-state 
civil defense compacts. PAYNE (R Maine). Senate Armed Services 
reported July 23. Passed Senate on call of calendar July 27, 1953. 
House Armed Services reported March 10, 1954 

S Res 220. Declare that no person was elected to the Senate from New 
Mexico in 1952 and that a vacancy exists in the representation of 
that state in the Senate. JENNER (R Ind.). Senate Rules and Ad 
ministration reported March lf 
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3. House Bills And Resolutions 
FLOOR ACTION IN EITHER HOUSE 
Authorize the establishment of the Fort Union National Monu- 


DEMPSEY (D N.M.). House In- 
Passed House on 


HP 1005, 
ment inthe State of New Mexico. 
terior and Insular Affairs reported March 3. 
consent calendar March 15 

HR 10°7. Authorize the U.S. Supreme Court to make and publish rules 
for procedure on review of decisions of the U.S. Tax Court. REED 
(R Ill.). House Judiciary reported March 2, Passed House on con- 
sent calendar March 15 

HR 2974. Add tothe revised roll of the Indians of California certain 
Indians who made application for enrollment within the time fixed 
by law. PHILLIPS (R Calif.). House Interior and Insular Affairs 
reported Feb. 23. Passed House on consent calendar March 15. 

HR 4481. Authorize enrolled members of Gros Ventre and Assinniboine 
Tribes of the Fort Belknap Reservation, Mont., to acquire interests 
in tribal lands of the reservation. D’EWART (R Mont.), House 
Interior and Insular Affairs reported March 1. Passed House on 
consent calendar, March 15 

HR 4721. Exempt the Owl Creek Unit of the Missouri Basin project 
from the excess~-land provisions of the federal reclamation laws. 
HARRISON (R Wyo.). House Interior and Insular Affairs reported 
Feb. 25. Passed House on consent calendar March 15. 

HR 6154. Authorize payment of salaries and expenses of officials of 
the Fort Peck Tribe. D'EWART (R Mont.). House Interior and 
Insular Affairs reported Feb, 25. Passed House on consent calendar 
March 15. 

HR 6280. Extend temporarily the rights of priority of Japanese nationals 
and certain German nationals re application for patents. REED 
(R 11l.). House Judiciary reported March 9, Passed House on con- 
sent calendar March 15, 

HR 6353. Provide a national defense reserve of tankers and promote the 
construction of new tankers. WEICHEL (R Ohio). House Merchant 
Marine reported July 29, 1953. Passed House on consent calendar 
March 15 

HR 6788. Authorize Secretary of Agriculture to cooperate with states 
and local agencies in the planning and carrying out of soil conser- 
vation programs. HOPE (R Kan.). House Agriculture reported 
Feb. 2. Passed House March 11 

HR 7057. Authorize transfer, exchange, and disposition of land in the 
Eden project, Wyoming. HARRISON (R Wyo.). House Interior and 
Insular Affairs reported March 4, Passed House on consent calen- 
dar March 15 


HR 7103. Establish limitations on the numbers of officers who may serve 


in various commissioned grades inthe Army, Navy, Air Force, and 
Marine Corps. ARENDS (R Ill.). House Armed Services reported 
Feb. 22. Passed House March 11. 

HR 7786. Honor veterans onthe llth day of November of each year, a 
day dedicated to world peace. REES (R Kan.). House Judiciary re- 
ported March 9. Passed House on consent calendar March 15. 

HR 8045. Direct the Secretary of the Army to convey certain land lo- 
cated in Windsor Locks Conn., to the state of Connecticut. SADLAK 
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(R Conn.). House Public Works reported March 2. House passed 
S$ 2408 in lieu on consent calendar March 15. 

HR 8092. Facilitate the entry of Philippine traders. REED (R IIL). 
House Judiciary reported March 4. Passed House on consent calen- 
dar March 15, 


HR 8193. Amend the Refugee Relief Act of 1953 re allotments of visas, 
required assurances, and adjustment of immigration status. 
GRAHAM (R Pa.). House Judiciary reported March 8. Passed 
House on consent calendar March 15. 

HR 8224, Provide for reduction in excise taxes. REED (R N.Y.). House 
Ways and Means reported March 4. Passed House 411-3, March 
10. 

HR 8367. Make appropriations for the Department of the Army civil 
functions for fiscal 1955. DAVIS (R Wis.). House Appropriations 
reported March 11. Passed House March 16. 

H J Res 347. Grant Congressional consent to an agreement between the 
States of Alabama and Florida establishing a boundary between 
such States. SELDEN (D Ala.). House Judiciary reported March 9. 
Passed House on consent calendar March 15. 

H J Res 461. Make an additional appropriation for the Labor Department 
for fiscal 1954. BUSBEY (R Ill.). House Appropriations reported 
March 5. Passed House March 11. Senate Appropriations reported 
March 12. Passed Senate amended March 15. 


COMMITTEE ACTION IN EITHER HOUSE 


HR 3854. Authorize the sale of certain public land in Alaska to the 
Rabbit Creek Community Club in Anchorage, Alaska. BARTLETT 
(D Alaska). House Interior and Insular Affairs reported March 10. 

HR 6549. Provide for construction of the Jefferson National Expansion 
Memorial at the site of old St. Loui, Mo. SULLIVAN (D Mo.) 
House Administration reported July 29. Passed House under unani- 
mous consent July 31, 1953. Senate Rules and Administration re- 
ported March 16, 1954. 

HR 7061. Prescribe and regulate the procedure for adoption in the 
District of Columbia. MILLER (R Neb.). House District of 


Columbia reported March 15. 

HR 7062. Amend the act of April 22, 1944, which regulates the place- 
ment of children in family homes inD.C. MILLER (R Neb.). 
District of Columbia reported March 15, 

HR 7308. Repeal section 307 of title III of the Federal Civil Defense Act 


House 


of 1950 re removal of termination date of the act’s emergency pro- 
visions. JOHNSON (R Calif.). House Armed Services reported 
March 10. 

HR 7329. Repeal section 1174 of the Revised Statutes re cooperation of 
medical officers with line officers in superintending cooking by 
enlisted men. SHORT (R Mo.). House Armed Services reported 
March 10. 

HR 7774. Establish a uniform system for granting incentive awards to 
federal officers and employees. HAGEN (R Minn.). House Post 
Office and Civil Service reported March 10. 

HR 8315. Limit the operation of sections 281 and 283, U.S. Code and 
section 190 of the Revised Statutes re counsel in a certain case. 
REED (R Ill.), House Judiciary reported March 16. House passed 
March 16. 





bills introduced (APPENDIX CONTINUED) 


Bills listed by CQ are arranged according to subject matter. To find 
out whether a specific bill was introduced, check through the category 
which covers the subject matter of that bill. (For listing of categories 
see CQ Weekly Report, p. A-2.) 


Within each category are Senate bills in alphabetical order of 
sponsor’s name, followed by House bills in alphabetical order of spon- 
sor’s name. Bills are described as follows: Sponsor's name, bill num- 
ber, date introduced, brief description of provisions and committee to 
which bill was assigned. 


Bills sponsored by more than one Senator are listed under the first 
sponsor, with additional sponsors listed in alphabetical order. All such 
multiple sponsored bills are marked by an asterisk (*). To check all 
bills introduced by a particular Senator, look jor his name under each 
of the subject categories and subdivisions thereof, and check all bills 
marked with an asterisk. 


In the House identical bills are sponsored by several Members but 
each bill has only one sponsor and one number. In such cases only the 
first bill introduced -- that with the lowest bill number -- is described 
in full. Bills introduced subsequently during the period and identical in 
nature are cited back to the earliest bill. 


1. Agriculture 


* AIKEN (R Vt.), Eastland (D Miss.), Schoeppel (R Kan.), Thye (R Minn.) 
§ 3137..... 3/15/54. Make provisions relating to conservation of 
water resources in arid and semiarid areas of U.S. applicable to 
entire U.S., and increase and revise limitation on aid available 
under provisions of the 1937 act. Agriculture. 

CARLSON (R Kan.) S 3119 3/11/54. Amend act authorizing the 
Census Director to collect and publish statistics of cotton. Civil 
Service. 

CORDON (R Ore.) S 3133 3/15/54. Amend act re facilitating and 
simplifying the work of the Forest Service. Agriculture. 

WILEY (R Wis.) S Con Res 68 3/10/54. Request the President to 
undertake negotiations at home and abroad necessary to arrange for 
the distribution of food surpluses now held by the U.S. government. 
Agriculture 


ABERNETHY (D Miss.) HR 8398 
HR 8386. 

ANDRESEN (R Minn.) HR 8368 3/11/54. Amend Agricultural Market - 
ing Agreement Act of 1937, to remove trade barriers affecting milk 
and milk products. Agriculture. 

ANGELL (R Ore.) HR 8351 3/11/54. Similar to O’Konski (R Wis.) 
HR 8329. 

HAGEN (R Minn.) HR 8359 3/11/54. Provide mandatory price sup- 
ports through March 31, 1956, for milk and butterfat in dairy 
products, maintain productive capacity of our dairy farming, pro- 
mote orderly marketing of adequate supply of milk and dairy prod- 
ucts, encourage increased consumption of dairy products. 

HAGEN (R Minn.) H Con Res 207 3/10/54. Establish a joint congres- 
sional committee to investigate and study potato surpluses. Rules 

HAGEN (R Minn.) H Con Res 208 3/10/54. Provide funds for expenses 
of the joint Congressional Committee investigating potato surpluses 
House Administration. 

HOPE (R Kan.) HR 8386 3/15/54. Make provisions relating to con- 
servation of water resources in arid and semiarid areas of the 
U.S. applicable to the entire U.S., and increase and revise the limi- 
tation on aid available under provisions of the 1937 act. Agriculture. 

HOR AN (R Wash.) HR 8327.....3/10/54. Increase the consumption of 
U.S. agricultural commodities in foreign countries. Agriculture. 

JOHNSON (D Wis.) HR 8388.....3/15/54. Continue temporarily existing 


90 per cent of parity price supports for milk and butterfat. Agriculture. 


O’HARA (R Minn.) HR 8391 3/15/54. Similar to O’Konski (R Wis.) 
HR 8329. 

O’KONSKI (R Wis.) HR 8329.....3/10/54. Provide supplementary bene- 
fits for recipients of public assistance under Social Security Act 
programs through issuance of certificates to such recipients to be 
used in acquiring surplus agricultural food products. Agriculture. 

SPRINGER (R Ill.) HR 8396 3/15/54. Similar to Horan (R Wash.) 
HR 8327. 

WITHROW (R Wis.) HR 8366..... 3/11/54. Similar to Angell (R Ore.) 
HR 8351. 


Agriculture. 


YORTY (D Calif.) HR 8318.....3/10/54. Provide mandatory price sup- 
ports through 1957 for dairy products, hogs, cattle, poultry and 
eggs, oats, soybeans, rye, flaxseed, barley, grain sorghums, and 
other commodities. Agriculture. 

YORTY (D Calif.) HR 8319 3/10/54. Provide for more effective 
food distribution through a food-allotment program, provide ade- 
quate outlets for agricultural products, prevent burdening and ob- 
structing channels of interstate commerce, and promote the full 
use of agricultural resources. Agriculture 

YORTY (D Calif.) HR 8321.....3/10/54. Provide adequate diets for the 
unemployed and their families in distress areas of unemployment. 
Agriculture. 

YORTY (D Calif.) HR 8322.....3/10/54. Amend the Agricultural Ad- 
justment Act of 1938, as amended, re cotton acreage allotments 
for 1954. Agriculture 


2. Appropriations 


DAVIS (R Wis.) HR 8367 3/11/54. Make appropriations for civil 
functions administered by the Army Department for fiscal 1955. 
Appropriations. 

GUBSER (R Calif.) HR 8325.....3/10/54. Make appropriation for a 
comprehensive survey of San Francisco Bay area to be made by 
the Chief of Engineers in coordination with the Water Project 
Authority of California. Appropriations 

WARBURTON (R Del.) HR 8422 3/16/54. Amend act making appro- 
priations for the Departments of Labor, and Health, Education, and 
Welfare and related independent agencies for fiscal 1954, Appro- 
priations. 


3. Education And Welfare 
HOUSING AND SCHOOLS 


THYE (R Minn.) S 3108 3/10/54. Modify 54 Stat. 1020 and 61 Stat 
418 re recoupment of certain public school construction costs in 
Minnesota. Interior. 


DEANE (D N.C.) HR 8362.....3/15/54. Continue authority to make funds 
available for loans and grants under title V of the Housing Act of 
1949, as amended. Banking and Currency. 

HAGEN (R Minn.) HR 8312 3/10/54. Modify 54 Stat. 1020 and 61 
Stat. 418 re the recoupment of certain public-school construction 
costs in Minnesota. Interior. 


SAFETY AND HEALTH 


“IVES (R N.Y.), Bricker (R Ohio), Jackson (D Wash.) 8 3109.....3/10/54. 
Authorize Public Health Service to admit to its hospitals persons 
addicted to the use of habit-forming narcotic drugs who are duly 
committed to the care of the Service by a state court. Labor. 

*SMITH (R N.J.), Bush (R Conn.), Cooper (R Ky.), Ferguson (R Mich.), 
Flanders (R Vt.), Ives (R N.Y.), Purtell (R Conn.), Saltonstall 
(R Mass.), Upton (R N.H.) S 3114.....3/11/54. Encourage more 
extensive use of the voluntary prepayment method in personal 
health services. Labor. 


CAMPBELL (D Fla.) HR 8416.....3/16/54,. Provide additional safe- 
guards to assure safety of persons carried for hire on motorboats 
not more than 65 feet in length. Merchant Marine 

O'HARA (R Minn.) HR 8418 3/16/54. Amend Federal Food, Drug, 
and Cosmetic Act to prohibit the use in food of new chemical ad- 
ditives which have not been adequately tested to establish their 
safety. Commerce. 

WOLVERTON (R 'N.J.) HR 8356..... 3/11/54. Encourage more extensive 
use of the voluntary prepayment method in personal health services. 
Commerce 


SOCIAL SECURITY 


BENDER (R Ohio) HR 8379 3/15/54. Provide that the refusal of a 
political subdivision of a state to take part in administration or 
operation of a state plan for old-age assistance, aid to dependent 
children, blind, or permanently and totally disabled, shall not dis- 
qualify the state for federal payments under certain circumstances. 
Ways and Means. 
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BENNETT (R Mich.) HR 86415.....3/16/54. Amend Social Security Act 
to provide that circuit court stenographers shall be deemed to be 
employees of the counties which pay their salaries. Ways and 
Means 

BETTS (R Ohio) HR 8389.....3/15/54. Provide that certain individuals 
who are or may beccme entitled to benefits under title II of the 
Social Security Act shall be issued a participation certificate 
setting forth their benefits under such title. Ways and Means. 

ROGERS (D Fla.) HR 8392.....3/15/54. Provide for extension of social 
security coverage to employees of Lake Worth, Florida, effective 
January 1, 1951. Ways and Means 

SPRINGER (R I1!.) HR 8332..... 3/10/54. Amend Railroad Retirement 
Act, Railroad Retirement Tax Act, and Railroad Unemployment 
Insurance Act to liberalize the railroad retirement system, and 
adjust certain benefits. Commerce. 

VAN ZANDT (R Pa.) HR 8420.....3/16/54. Amend Social Security Act 
to eliminate the retroactive limitation upon the period with respect 
to which certain widows and children of veterans may receive bene- 
fits thereunder. Ways and Means. 


4. Foreign Policy 


(No introductions) 


5. Labor 


LANE (D Mass.) HR 8362..... 3/11/54. Create a Federal Unemployment 
Relief Administration to relieve unemployment by providing work 
on local public improvement and maintenance projects. Public 
Works. 

UTT (R Calif.) HR 8333.....3/10/54. Amend Fair Labor Standards Act 
of 1938, as amended, to remove the Islands of Guam and American 
Samoa from the provisions of the Act. Labor. 


6. Military And Veterans 
DEFENSE POLICY 


LANGER (R N.D.) S§ 3101.....3/10/54. Amend 14 U.S.C. 490 to give the 
Coast Guard the same authority to settle property claims as is 
enjoyed by other branches of the armed services. Judiciary. 

LANGER (RN.D.) S 3103..... 3/10/54. Extend the effective date of title 
fl of the First War Powers Act until June 30, 1954. Judiciary. 

SALTONSTALL (R Mass.) (by request) S 3122 3/11/54. Remove the 
requirement for a final physical examination for inductees who con- 
tinue on active duty in another status in the armed forces. Armed 
Services. 

THYE (R Minn.) S 3136.....3/15/54, Authorize attendance of the U.S. 
Marine Band at the national encampment of the Sons of Union 
Veterans to be held in Duluth, Minnesota, August 8 to 13, 1954. 
Armed Services 


MACK (R Wash.) HR 8389..... 3/15/54. Provide that service of cadets 
and midshipmen ai the Service Academies during specified periods 
shall be considered active military or naval wartime service for 
the laws administered by the VA. Veterans 


MARSHALL (D Minn.) HR 8417..,..3/16/54. Make retirement benefits 
of the Army and Air Force Vitalization and Retirement Equalization 
Act of 1948 available to certain persons who rendered active federal 
service during the Korean conflict. Armed Services 

VAN ZANDT (R Pa.) HR 8421.....3/16/54. Provide that the determi- 
nation of a parent's dependency under the Career Compensation Act 
of 1949 shall be made solely on the basis of conditions existing at 
the time the affidavit of dependency is submitted. Armed Services. 


VETERANS 


MORSE (I Ore.) S 3127.....3/12/54. Provide for the establishment of 
hospital facilities suitable for general medical and surgical care at 
domiciliary facility of the VA at Camp White, Ore. Labor. 

DAVIS (D Ga.) HR 8311.....3/10/54. Provide that a district office of 
the VA shall be maintained in the city of Atlanta, Georgia 

ELLIOTT (D Ala.) HR 8383.....3/15/54. Extend time for initiating an 
education or training course under Public Law 550, 82nd Congress. 
Veterans. 

HELLER (D N.Y.) HR 8399.....3/15/54. Amend Servicemen's Readjust- 
ment Act of 1944 to reduce from 4) per cent to 4 per cent the maxi- 
mum interest rate on home loans made, guaranteed, or insured 
thereunder. Veterans 

HYDE (R Md.) HR 8387.....3/15/54. Provide that a greater percentage 
of loans made by veterans for refinancing Certain indebtedness on 
their homes will be guaranteed by the U.S. Veterans. 
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Veterans. 


ROGERS (R Mass.) HR 8330 3/10/54. Extend application filing time 
for certain disabled veterans for paying the purchase price for an 
automobile or other conveyance, and authorize assistance in ac- 
quiring such vehicles for the disabled who have not been separated 
from active service. Veterans. 

SELDEN (D Ala.) HR 8395..... 3/15/54. Similar to Elliott (D Ala.) 

HR 8383 

SPRINGER (R IIL.) HR 8397 

HR 8383 


7. Miscellaneous And Administrative 


3/15/54. Similar to Elliott (D Ala.) 


CARLSON (R Kan.) S 3120.....3/11/54. Provide for issuance of a 
special postage stamp to commemorate the founding of Rotary 
International. Civil Service. 

HOEY (D N.C.) S 3118 3/11/54. Provide for issuance of a special 
postage stamp to commemorate the 175th anniversary of the 
Battle of Ramour’s Mill. Civil Service. 

*MUNDT (R S.D.), Bridges (R N.H.), Butler (R Md.), Byrd (D Va.), 
Ferguson (R Mich.), Fulbright (D Ark.), Goldwater (R Ariz.), Ives 
(R N.Y.), Johnson (D Colo.), Johnson (D Tex.), Kennedy (D Mass.), 
Knowland (R Calif.), Langer (R N.D.), Mansfield (D Mont.), Robert- 
son (D Va.), Saltonstall (R Mass.), Smith (R N.J.), Watkins (R Utah) 
S J Res 140..... 3/16/54. Establish a commission for the celebra- 
tion of the 200th anniversary of the birth of Alexander Hamilton. 


Judiciary. 


FINO (R N.Y.) H Con Res 211 3/11/54. Request President to set 
aside and proclaim June 16 as National Blood Donors Day. Judiciary. 

KELLEY (D Pa.) HJ Res 466.....3/10/54. Similar to Williams (R N.J.) 
H J Res 465. 

O'HARA (R Minn.) HR 8364..... 3/11/54. Amend act re saving daylight, 
and providing standard time for the U.S. Commerce. 

ROGERS (D Fla.) HR 8393 3/15/54. Provide for issuance of special 
postage stamp to commemorate the 300th anniversary of founding 
of Groton, Massachusetts. Civil Service. 

ROGERS (D Fla.) HR 8394 3/15/54. Authorize coinage of special 
50-cent piece to commemorate the 300th anniversary of the found- 
ing of Groton, Massachusetts. Banking and Currency. 

WILLIAMS (R N.J.) H J Res 465.....3/10/54. Authorize creation of a 
Federal Memorial Commission to formulate plans for construction 
in Washington, D.C. of an appropriate permanent memorial to 
Christopher Columbus. House Administration. 


CIVIL SERVICE 


FINE (D N.Y.) HR 8324 3/10/54. Amend the Civil Service Retire- 
ment Act of 1930, as amended, to provide annuities for widows of 
certain former federal employees who had served 35 years. Civil 
Service. 

HAGEN (R Minn.) HR 8360 3/11/54. Amend Civil Service Retire- 
ment Act of 1930, as amended, to provide annuities for certain 
widows and widowers of retired employees. Civil Service. 


CONSTITUTION, CIVIL RIGHTS 


WARBURTON (R Del.) HJ Res 470 3/16/54. Propose a constitutional 
amendment relative to disapproval of ttems in general appropriation 


bills. Judiciary. 
CONGRESS 


JENNER (R Ind.) S Res 220..... 3/16/54. Declare it the judgment of 
Senate that no person was elected to the Senate from New Mexico in 
1952, and that a vacancy exists in the representation of that state in 
the Senate. 

*MANSFIELD (D Mont.), Barrett (R Wyo.), Burke (D Ohio), Butler (R 
Md.), Capehart (R Ind.), Clements (D Ky.), Daniel (D Tex.), Ful- 
bright (D Ark.), George (D Ga.), Gillette (D Iowa), Humphrey (D 
Minn.), Johnson (D Colo.), Johnston (D S.C.), Kilgore (D W. Va.), 
Lehman (D N.Y.), Maybank (D S.C.), Martin (R Pa.), Mundt (R S.D.), 
Murray (D Mont.), Neely (D W. Va.), Pastore (D R.I.) S Con Res 
69.....3/10/54. Establish a Joint Committee on Central Intelligence 
to study the activities of the Central Intelligence Agency and the 
problems of gathering, coordinating and utilizing intelligence 
affecting national security. Rules. 

LANTAFF (D FLa.) HR 8313..... 3/10/54. Provide that Members of 
Congress shall be paid mileage at the rate of ten cents per mile for 
six trips to and from their homes each year. House Administration. 

PATTERSON (R Conn.) H Res 472.....3/11/54. Provide that certain 
measures relating to protection of the House of Representatives 
shall be referred to the Committee on D.C. Rules. 





SIKES (D Fla.) HR 8331.....3/10/54. Authorize a survey of the Capitol 
Buildings for civil defense and other purposes. Public Works. 
SMITH (R Kan.) HJ Res 467.....3/15/54. Provide for proper protection 

of Congress. House Administration. 


CRIMES, COURTS AND PRISONS 


CASE (RS.D.) S 3116 
punishment of any individual who travels in interstate or foreign 
commerce to avoid prosecution for indecent molestation of a minor. 
Judiciary. 

LANGER (R N.D.) S 3100 3/10/54. Amend Foreign Agents Regis- 
tration Act of 1938, as amended, re agents of any organization di- 
rected, controlled, or financed by a foreign government or foreign 
political party. Judiciary. 

LANGER (RN.D.) S 3131 3/15/54. Amend 28 U.S.C. re U.S, Court 
of Customs and Patent Appeals. Judiciary. 


HAGEN (D Calif.) HR 8326 3/10/54. Make membership in, or par- 
ticipation in the Communist Party or any other revolutionary or- 
ganization furthering conspiracy by force or violence a criminal 
offense, and declare such organizations illegal. Judiciary. 

O'BRIEN (D N.Y.) HR 8363 3/11/54. Make affiliation with the U. S& 
Communist Party unlawful. Judiciary. 

REED (R Ill.) HR 8315 3/10/54. Limit operation of 18 U.S.C. 281- 
83 and 5 U.S.C. 99 re counsel in a certain case. Judiciary. 

VELDE (R Ill.) HR 8316 3/10/54. Amend 18 U.S.C. 75 re failure to 
surrender passport under certain circumstances. Judiciary. 

WALTER (D Pa.) HR 8317 3/10/54. Amend 18 U.S.C. 1507 to pro- 
hibit picketing of U.S. courts and Congress. Judiciary. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


ANDREWS (D Ala.) HR 8378.....3/15/54. Provide that Alcoholic 
Beverage Control Board establish and maintain government liquor 
stores inD.C. DC. 

KEARNS (R Pa.) H J Res 469.....3/15/54. Establish a Joint Planning 
Committee for D.C. Rules. 


INDIAN AND TERRITORIAL AFFAIRS 


PFOST (D Idaho) H Con Res 212.....3/11/54. Express sense of Congress 
that legislation affecting Indians should be prepared in consultation 
with the Indians so affected. Interior. 


LAND AND LAND TRANSFERS 


CURTIS (R Mass.) HR 8320 3/10/54. Revise, codify, and enact into 
law title 43 U.S.C. entitled ‘‘Public Lands’’. Judiciary. 

HOLMES (R Wash.) HR 8385 3/15/54. Amend section 2382 of Re- 
vised Statutes to make the size of town lots conform in size to local 
standards. Irterior. 

PHILBIN (D Mass.) HR 8419 3/16/54. Retrocede to the Common- 
wealth of Massactusetts jurisdiction over certain land near Fort 
Devens, Massachusetts. Public Works. 

PHILLIPS (R Calif.) HR 8365 3/11/54. Confirm authority of the 
Secretary of Interior to issue patents in fee to allotments of lands 
of the Mission Indians in California prior to expiration of trust 
period. Interior. 

YOUNG (R N.D.) HR 8323 3/10/54. Allow credit in connection with 
certain homestead entries for military or naval service rendered 
during the Korean conflict. Interior. 


POST OFFICE 


HAGEN (R Minn.) HR 8353 3/11/54. Provide that classification, 
rates of postage, zones, weight and size limitations, and other 
conditions of mailability of fourth-class mail shall be determined 
solely by Congress. Civil Service. 

MOSS (D Calif.) HR 8400.....3/15/54. Provide for reimbursement of 
postmasters for fixtures and equipment in use at time of discon- 
tinuance of such post offices. Civil Service. 


PRESIDENTIAL POLICY 


*DOUGLAS (D Ill.), Humphrey (D Minn.), Morse (I Ore.) S 3142..... 
3/16/54. Promote ethics in government. Government Operations 


GUBSER (R Calif.) (by request) H J Res 468.....3/15/54. Provide that 
the Census Bureau shall annually conduct a nationwide advisory 
opinion poll, Civil Service. 

SMITH (D Miss.) HR 8355.....3/11/54. Provide for suspension by the 
President under certain circumstances of certain provisions of law 
embodying the Buy American principle. Public Works. 


8. Taxes And Economic Policy 


BUSINESS AND BANKING 


CARLSON (R Kan.) S 3121.....3/11/54. Provide for censuses of manu- 
facturers, mineral industries and other businesses, relating to 
1954. Civil Service 

SPARKMAN (D Ala.) S 3125.....3/12/54. Amend the Federal Credit 
Unit Act to empower the Director of the Bureau of Federal Credit 
Unions with certain responsibilities and decision-making. Banking 
and Currency. 


COMMERCE AND COMMUNIC ATIONS 


*BRICKER (R Ohio), Capehart (R Ind.), Ellender (D La.), Hennings (D 
Mo.), Jenner (RP Ind.), Johnson (D Colo.), Martin (R Pa.), Schoeppel 
(R Kan.), 8 3111,....3/10/54. Amend Interstate Commerce Act to 
remove bulk commodity exemption re certain water carriers 
Commerce. 

HOEY (D N.C.) S 3117.,...3/11/54. Amend Interstate Commerce Act 
to provide that in certain cases leaf tobacco shall not be considered 
an agricultural commodity and therefore subject to exemption 
Commerce 


BARDEN (D N.C.) HR 8357.....3/11/54. Amend Standard Container Act 
to provide for a three-eighths basket for fruits and vegetables 
Commerce. 

CAMPBELL (D Fla.) HR 8358.....3/11/54. Amend the Merchant Marine 
Act, 1936, as amended, re the carrying of cargo or passengers un 
der the U.S. government in privately owned and operated vessels. 
Merchant Marine. 

COOLEY (D N.C.) HR 8381.....3/15/54. Provide that in certain cases 
leaf tobacco shall not be considered an agricultural commodity for 


agricultural exemption for motor carriers. Commerce. 


PUBLIC WORKS AND RECLAMATION 


BEALL (R Md.) §S 3107.....3/10/54. Transfer ownership to Allegany 
County, Maryland, of a bridge loaned to such county by the Bureau 
of Public Roads. Public Works 

CORDON (R Ore.) S 3134.....3/15/54. Authorize Secretary of the In 
terior to construct, operate, and maintain the Talent division of 
Rogue River Basin reclamation project, Oregon. Interior. 

CORDON (R Ore.) S 3135 3/15/54. Authorize appropriation of funds 
to provide for prosecution of projects in the Columbia River Basin 
for flood control. Public Works 

*JACKSON (D Wash.), Magnuson (D Wash.), S 3123 3/12/54. Authorize 
a project for the improvement of Anacortes Harbor in the State of 
Washington. Public Works. 

*MANSFIELD (D Mont.), Murray (D Mont.) 8 3144.....3/16/54. Authorize 
construction of flood-control dam and reservoir on the Missouri 
River near Great Falls, Montana. Public Works 

*MORSE (I Ore.), Long (D La) S 3132.....3/15/54. Promote prevention 
and control of pollution in the Potomac River. Public Works 

YOUNG (R N.D.) S 3124..... 3/12/54. Authorize the construction of a 
flood control dam and reservoir on Pipestem Creek, a tributary of 
the James River, N.D. Public Works 


ABBITT (D Va.) HR 8350 3/11/54. Authorize issuance of licenses for 
withdrawal of water from the John H. Kerr Reservoir for irrigation 
purposes. Public Works. 

ANGELL (R Ore.) HR 8377 3/15/54. Authorize appropriation of fund 
to provide for prosecution of projects in Columbia River Basin for 
flood control. Public Works. 

ELLSWORTH (R Ore.) HR 8384..... 3/15/54. Authorize Secretary of In 
terior to construct, operate, and maintain the Talent division of 
Rogue River Basin reclamation project, Oregon. Interior 

KEE (D W. Va.) HR 8354..... 3/11/54. Provide for federal assistance to 
states and local governments in projects of construction, alteration, 
expansion, or repair of public facilities and improvements. Public 
Works 

MACK (R Wash.) HR 8390.....3/15/54. Similar to Angel! (R Ore.) HR 
8377. 

MILLER (R Neb.) (by request) HR 8328.,...3/10/54. Authorize the 
transmission and disposition by the Secretary of Interior of electric 
energy generated at Falcon Dam on the Rio Grande. Interior 


TAXES AND TARIFFS 


KUCHEL (R Calif.) S 3115 54. Amend Internal Revenue Code to 
permit accelerated amortization of certain devices and equipment 
for collecting atmospheric pollutants and contaminants at the source. 
Finance. 


Week ending March 19,1954 -- PAGE A-57 





FRELINGHUYSEN (RN.J.) HR 8352..... 3/11/54. Increase amount of facilities constructed to aid abatement and control of air and water 
articles acquired abroad by U.S. residents which may be brought into pollution. Ways and Means. ‘ 
the country duty-free. Ways and Means LYLE (D Tex.) HR 8314.....3/10/54. Amend Tariff Act of 1930 to increase 
KERSTEN (R Wis.) HR 8361 3/11/54. Amend Internal Revemie Code the duty imposed on importation of broom corn. Ways and Means 
to provide special accelerated amortization deduction for certain 
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iji— late developments ub 


Late developments of the week ending March 19, briefly reported on this page, will 
be covered in appropriate sections of the March 26 Weekly Report. 


TAXES -- The Senate Finance Committee March 19 approved the House-passed Excise Tax 
Reduction Act of 1954 (HR 8224) with proposed changes that would add about $50 million 
to the $912 million in excise tax cuts voted by the House. (See page 357.) 


The Senate group recommended elimination of the excise tax on admissions tickets cost- 
ing less than 60 cents, but proposed retaining the present 20 per cent excise tax 
rate on club dues and initiation fees. The House bill would cut the dues and fees ~ 
tax rate to 10 per cent. 


APPROPRIATIONS -~ The House Appropriations Committee March 19 favorably reported the 
Third Supplemental Appropriation bill (HR 8481, H Rept. 1372) for fiscal 1954 with a 
money total of $394,521,596 for more than a dozen federal agencies. 


STATEHOOD -- Finishing its third week of debate on an amended bill (S 49) to give 
Statehood to Hawaii and Alaska, the Senate heard Olin D. Johnston (D S.C.) call com- 
munism a "grave threat" in Hawaii. Johnston also said the heterogeneous nature of 
the Island Territory's population made it "unfit" for statehood. Majority leader 
William F. Knowland (R Calif.) said he hoped the Senate could vote on final passage 
by March 26. (See page 350.) 


FARM ~-- W. A. Wentworth, Borden Co., told the House Agriculture Committee March 19 
it would cost the government $668 million over the next two years to dispose of 
government-held dairy surpluses under a plan of reselling the surpluses at cut-rates 
through regular channels. (See page 359.) 


Rep. Harold D. Cooley (D N.C.) called the proposal "Nothing but the Brannan plan... 
a direct subsidy.” 


UNEMPLOYMENT RISE -- The Department of Labor reported March 19 that unemployment 
was still rising in March and was spreading to a “wide range of industries." The 
Department classified 40 "major" labor areas as heving greater worker "surpluses" 
than in the previous month. (CQ Weekly Report, p. 272.) 


ATOM PLAN -- Secretary of State John Foster Dulles March 19 offered a "concrete plan” 
to Soviet Ambassador Georgi N. Zarubin for international use of atomic energy for 
peaceful purposes. Among the proposals were provisions for international control 
through an agency with the U.S., Russia, France and England pooling resources, storing 
and safeguarding mterials, and developing atomic electricity in power-starved areas 
of the world. (See page 343.) 

















congressional quiz 





. Q--Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy (R Wis.) March 9 
said Sen. Ralph E, Flanders (R Vt.) voted ‘‘less 
with the (Republican) Party than any other (Re- 
publican Senator)’’. What are the CQ figures on 
their voting? 


A--Congressional Quarterly’s tabulation of Party 
Unity, Party Voting and support for President 
Eisenbower’s program shows these percentages 
for Sens. McCarthy and Flanders on the 89 Senate 
roll calls in 1953: Party Unity (per cent of votes 
and stands with Republicans onthe 46 roll calls on 
which most Republicans disagreed with most 
Democrats), McCarthy--90, Flanders--86; Party 
Voting (actual votes with the majority of the Re- 
publicans on all 89 roll calls), Flanders--55 per 
cent, McCarthy--49 per cent; ‘‘Relative’’ Support 
for Mr. Eisenhower (per cent supporting President 
when actually voting on 49 roll call tests of the 
President's program), Flanders--96, McCarthy-- 
64; ‘‘Effective’’ Support for Mr. Eisenhower (per 
cent of votes cast for Eisenhower program out of 
all 49 opportunities to do so in 1953), Flanders-- 
53, McCarthy--51. The Republican Senator with 
the lowest percentage in each of these categories 
in 1953 was William Langer (N.D.) who scored 32 
on Party Unity, 39 on Party Voting, 40 on Eisen- 
hower Relative Support, and 35 on Effective 
Eisenhower Support. 


. Q--Do young people take an active part in politics? 


A--It is estimated that about 800,000 ‘‘young’’ peo- 
ple, from teens to 40 years of age, belong to 
junior branches of the two major political parties. 
The Young Democrats claim to have 500,000 mem- 
bers, while Republicans claim 300,000 of the 
‘“‘youngsters’’ are active on their behalf. Both 
national and local chapters of each group plan to be 
active in 1954's campaign to elect the 84th Congress 


. Q--Will the scheduled reduction of dairy price 
supports April 1 mean that I'll be able to buy 
butter cheaper? 


A--Marketing specialists say that, other things 
being equal, the reduction from 90 to 75 per cent 
of parity should lower the retail price of butter 
by anywhere from five to 10 cents a pound. The 
price supports order by Secretary of Agriculture 
Ezra T, Benson was scored March9 byGov. Wal- 
ter J. Kohler (R Wis.), who said it would cost 
Wisconsin dairy farmers $90 million annually. 


. Q--Have any Senators, up for re-election this 
year, announced they will not run? 
A--Sen. Robert C, Hendrickson (R N.J.), who an- 


nounced for re-election Dec. 3, 1953, dropped out 
of the race forthe GOP nomination March 10, after 
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former Rep. Clifford P, Case (R N.J.) announced 
March 5 he would be a candidate, 


. Q--I noticed that the tax-revision bill passed by 


the House March 18 was brought tothe floor under 
a ‘‘closed rule,’’ What is that? 


A--A ‘“‘closed rule,’’ granted by the House Rules 
Committee restricts the offering of amendments 
from the floor, The Rules group, which decides 
what legislation shall be brought to the House floor 
for consideration has the power todecide how long 
the House shall debate and under what conditions 
the legislation shall be amended, An ‘‘openrule"’ 
usually specifies merely that debate may be for 
such time as the Rules Committee may have de- 
cided. Both ‘‘open”’ and ‘‘closed’’ rules usually 
have some time limitation on debate, House rules 
specify it shall always be inorder tooffer a motion 
to send any measure back to committee. 


. Q--Can appropriations be made for a period longer 


than one year? 


A--Yes, though most appropriations are made for 
one year only. Those made for more than one 
year include military construction, for which mon- 
ies are available ‘‘until expended.’’ In addition 
there are certain other permanent, indefinite ap- 
propriations (fixed charges against the Treasury) 
such as interest on the national debt and tax re- 
funds. The budget for fiscal 1955, beginning July 
1, 1954, carries about $7.2 billion in permanent, 
indefinite appropriations, most of it for interest 
on the debt. 


- Q--Are there any Congressional committees that 


are not controlled by Republican majorities? 


A--Republicans lack a majority on one House com- 
mittee and two Senate committees. The House 
Veterans Affairs Committee has 14 Republican and 
14 Democratic Members. Republicans and Demo- 
crats are also evenly divided on the Senate Public 
Works and District of Columbia Committees, but 
Sen, Wayne Morse (I Ore.) is a member of both 
groups, 


8. Q--Are there any ordained ministers in Congress? 


A--Two Members of the House have been ordained. 
Rep. Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. (D N.Y.) is minis- 
ter of the Abyssinian Baptist Church in New York 
City. He holds a D,D, degree from Shaw Univer- 
sity. Rep. Dewey Short (R Mo.) was ordained a 
preacher of the Methodist Church when he was 19. 
Ile officiated in church services for a few months. 


NOTE: CQ Weekly Report pages on which additional 
data may be found: (1) 331, (2) 301, (3) 333, (4) 332. 








the week in congress 





TAXES -- The House passed by a 339-80 vote its 
875-page revenue revision bill, sweetened with a 
$1.4 billion tax cut ($778 million for individuals, 
$619 million for business), Republicans defeated 
204-210 a Democratic attempt to substitute higher 
income tax exemptions for tax relief on dividends, 
In the voting, Republicans lined up 10 for, 201 
against the switch. Democrats were 193 for, nine 
against. 


SPENDING -- The House passed by voice vote a 
$430,983,700 appropriation for Army Civil Func- 
tions -- $410,335,000 of it for planning, maintenance 
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and construction ($278,777,000) of rivers, harbors 
and flood control projects. 


COMMONWEALTH? -- In its third week of debate 
on Alaska-Hawaii statehood, the Senate considered 
an amendment by Sen. Monroney (D Okla.) to grant 
the Territories the status of Commonwealths, like 
Puerto Rico. 





NATURAL GAS -- The Senate approved and sent to 
the White House a bill to prohibit the FPC from 
regulating utilities which transport gas within state 
boundaries, if their state wants to regulate them. 
Sen. Burke (D Ohio), making his maiden speech, said 
the bill would cost consumers ‘‘millions’’ of dollars. 
Sen. Morse’s (R Ore.) attempt to send the bill back 
to committee was defeated 25-52. 





POLITICAL -- Vice President Nixon countered Adlai 
Stevenson’s statement that the GOP was “‘half Eisen- 
hower and half McCarthy.’’ He alsohit at ‘‘reckless 
talk and questionable methods’’ in probes, without 
mentioning Sen. McCarthy...The Wisconsin Senator 
said he didn’t give a ‘‘tinker’s dam’’ if people in 
either party were ‘‘unhappy’’ about his subcom- 
mittee’s methods...Stevenson said Nixon left a lot of 
questions unanswered...Democratic National Chair- 
man Mitchell said TV networks were unfair in allot- 
ing time for replies to a tax speech by President 
Eisenhower. 


NEW MEXICO -- The Senate Rules and Adminis- 
tration Committee by a 5-4 party line vote asked 
the Senate to declare vacant the seat held by Sen. 
Chavez (D N.M.), on grounds that he was not legally 
elected over his Republican opponent. Democrats 
prepared a dissent. 








STATUS OF MAJOR LEGISLATION 


This chart traces through March 19, 1954 the advancement 
toward a final decision of these major legislative proposals: 





Bills Reported| Passed |Reported| Passed Tinaied 
in House} House | in Senate) Senate 





Statehood for Alaska | 6/26/53 2/24/54 


——— SS 


Statehood for Hawaii | 3/3/53 | 3/10/53/ 1/27/54 


athens — 








Increase Salaries of 
Congress ,Fed Judges 5/12/53 





Immunity of Cong. 
witnesses 4/20/53 | 7/9/53 





Raise legal debt limit} 7/31/53 | 7/31/53 





St. Lawrence Seaway | 2/19/54 6/16/53 | 1/20/54 











Re- 
| jected 
16/15/53 | 2/26/54 


2 


Restrict executive 
treaty powers 
(Bricker Amendment) 





South Korean Mutual 
Defense Pact 





1/21/54 | 1/26/54 |2/5/54 
adiaasinlodiol iipaneemvent 
Treasury-Post Office 


| 
Appropriation 2/16/54 | 2/18/54 





State, Justice, Com- 
merce Appropriation | 2/25/54 | 3/5/54 





ares ——se | 
Excise Tax Reduction | 3/4/54 | 3/10/54 | 3/19/54 





Tax Revision 





3/9/54 | 3/18/54 








Army Civil Funct- : 
ions Appropriations 3/11/54 | 3/16/54 

a SL een od 
Highway Con- 


/a/ lem } 
struction 3/4/54 3/8/54 | 
A } 


Hospita! Survey jas /9/54 
and Construction | 3/3/54 | 3/9 } 














HOW MAJOR BILLS FARED -- House Republicans defeated a 
Democratic attempt to increase income tax exemptions by $100. The 
bill was sent to the Senate, where a committee revised it and pre- 
pared to send it to the floor. The Senate debated making Alaska and 
Hawaii Commonwealths. The Rules Committee recommended 5-4 
that Sen. Dennis Chavez's (D N.M.) seat be declared vacant. A Sen- 
ate-passed bill to create a St. Lawrence Seaway Development Corp- 
oration was still awaiting House action. 
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ARMY-McCARTHY -- The Investigations Subcom- 
mittee voted unanimously to hold open hearings on the 
row between Chairman McCarthy and Army officials 
over alleged special treatment sought for Pvt. Schine, 
former McCarthy aide. 


CONFIDENCE -- Army Secretary Stevens, who had 
clashed with Sen. McCarthy, was assured the ‘‘abso- 
lute’’ confidence of Defense Chief Wilson, whotesti- 
fied before the Senate Armed Services Committee. 








DEFENSE -- A Senate Appropriations Subcommittee 
questioned military chiefs. Defense Secretary Wilson 
defended his Department’s ‘‘new look,’’ Gen. Ridge- 
way, Army Chief of Staff, expressed ‘‘concern’’ 
over proposed Army manpower cuts. Admiral Rad- 
ford, Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman, said ground 
forces can be ‘‘safely reduced.’’ 
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